
OTMA’S BODY by WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM 
19 January -  4 March 2018 
Gavin Brown’s enterprise  
291 Grand St, NY  
 
 
Women’s History Museum presents OTMA’s Body, their first solo show at Gavin Brown’s 
enterprise. The exhibition  brings together clothing from their four collections alongside 
jewelry, prints, and a menagerie of sculptural pieces, old and new.  
 
Established in New York City in 2014, Women’s History Museum is the moniker under which 
Amanda Mcgowan and Mattie Rivkah Barringer make work, often in close collaboration with 
friends and other artists. Typically combining performance, image making and clothing 
design and production, their oeuvre has more recently expanded to incorporate sculpture, 
music, video, as well as a film, titled Pauline’s Yoke (2017).  
 
The show’s title references OTMA, self-given acronym of the Grand Duchesses Olga, 
Tatiana, Maria and Anastasia Nikolieva. Useless to a Romanov dynasty with rigidly 
patriarchal inheritance laws, the girls led stilted, closed-off lives before being executed for 
their parents’ incompetencies on July 4, 1918. OTMA, taught to self-negate from a young 
age, leaving behind diaries, toys, and endless photographs of one another; OTMA, only 
useful married off to princes, falling in love with the soldiers guarding them; OTMA, with no 
agency to alter their fate, sitting for entire days by the window, fascinated by the world 
passing by.  
 
Interpreting the Grand Duchesses’ lives, OTMA’s Body manifests as sofas, pillowy 
sculptures, a vanity, an armchair. Sites of comfort and self-contemplation, intricately 
inscribed throughout with sutured dreams and desires. These are emotive, palimpsestic 
objects, at once hyperbolically domestic, at the threshold of the supernatural, and as much 
repositories of personal significance as they are spaces that echo with moments of 
friendship and solidarity. 
 
In addition to the exhibition, which will present a live set of new music by Jack Scanlan on 
opening night, there will be two events with Women’s History Museum’s close collaborators: 
an ASMR-inducing self-help makeup clinic by Gogo Graham, and a night of image and 
words featuring Gabriela Rivera-Morales and others. 
 


