
1 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

A Season: Interrupted 
Francis Winspear Centre for Music | Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 

 
Annual Report 2019/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2 
 

2020: A Year That Changed the World  
A timeline of impact on the Winspear/ESO 

Date Announcement or Event 

March 5, 2020 Alberta Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Deena Hinshaw, announces Alberta’s first case of COVID-19 

March 7, 2020 Number of global COVID-19 cases surpasses 100,000 

March 12, 2020 Alberta Health Services (AHS) issues an advisory that all gatherings of over 250 people be cancelled 

March 14, 2020 City of Edmonton closes all city-run recreation centres 

March 15, 2020 Alberta closes schools and daycares 

March 15, 2020 Winspear & ESO staff transition to working-from-home 

March 16, 2020 Apart from a few exceptions, Canada announces it is closing its borders to non-Canadians 

March 16, 2020 o All ESO concerts are cancelled for March 
o All events at Winspear in March are postponed or cancelled 
o YONA-Sistema is launched virtually 

March 17, 2020 o A public health emergency is declared in Alberta 
o Calgary Stampede temporarily lays off nearly 900 employees 

March 18, 2020 o All Winspear & ESO staff now required to work from home  
o International flights no longer permitted at Edmonton International Airport  

March 19, 2020 Alberta reports its first death related to COVID-19 

March 20, 2020 o Edmonton declares local state of emergency 
o New restrictions in place to limit visitors at senior home facilities in Alberta to one designated 

guest per visitor 

March 21, 2020 U.S.- Canada border officially closes to non-essential travel 

March 22, 2020 o Alberta to re-open childcare centers for health staff and essential workers 
o AHS shifts focus of testing to those at highest risk of catching the virus: frontline health-care 

workers, first responders, and elderly population  

March 23, 2020 Winspear Centre facility is officially closed and cancels all events for April 

March 24, 2020 o Edmonton closes all playgrounds 
o 2020 Olympics officially postponed to 2021 

March 25, 2020 Canada makes 14-day quarantine for all arrivals mandatory 

March 26, 2020 o Alberta government orders all non-essential businesses to close 
o Gatherings are now limited to maximum of 15 people 

March 27, 2020 ESO Live-Stream | Rafael Hoekman & Jeremy Spurgeon | #CanadaPerforms | NAC 

April 3, 2020 Dr. Hinshaw announces that visitors will no longer be allowed in hospitals, except in special 
circumstances 

April 3, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Robert Uchida | J.S. Bach Sonata No.3: Largo, BWV 1005 for Solo Violin 
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April 4, 2020 World Health Organization (WHO) reports more than 1 million cases of COVID-19 worldwide, a tenfold 
increase in less than one month 

April 9, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Keith Hamm & Julie Hereish | Walter Piston Duo for Viola and Violoncello 

April 10, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Robert Uchida | J.S. Bach Partita No.2 “Sarabande” BWV 1004  

April 15, 2020 Patrons are notified that the remainder of the ESO season is cancelled for 2019/2020 

April 16, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Robert Uchida | J.S. Bach Sonata No.1 “Adagio” BWV 1001 for Solo Violin 

April 17, 2020 COVID-19 testing is expanded to all residents and staff at long-term care facilities with outbreaks 

April 23, 2020 o Dr. Hinshaw announces that Albertans will be banned from attending gatherings with more than 
15 people throughout the summer months 

o Edmonton Folk Fest, Fringe Fest, and K-days had cancelled their activities prior to this 
announcement 

o Calgary Stampede cancels their festival for the first time in more than 100 years 

April 24, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Robert Uchida | J.S. Bach Sonata No.2 “Allegro” BWV 1003 for Solo Violin 

April 27, 2020 Global total confirmed COVID-19 cases surpass 3 million 

April 29, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Alexander Prior and Rafael Hoekman | Sibelius “Two Pieces” Opus 77  

April 30, 2020 ESO cancels 2020 Symphony Under the Sky festival scheduled for Labour Day weekend 

May 1, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Robert Uchida | J.S. Bach Partita No.2 “Gigue” BWV 1004 for Solo Violin 

May 8, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Virginie Gagne & Sarah Ho | Amy Beach - Romance for Violin and Piano, 
Op.23  

May 10, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Tatiana Warszynski & Mikolaj Warzynski | Mother’s Day Concert 

May 15, 2020 From Stage to Screen:  Max Cardilli & Sarah Ho | R.V Williams, G. Bottesini  

May 23, 2020 More than half of the ESO and Winspear staff are given layoff notices 

June 9, 2020 Press Release – ESO, Citadel Theatre, Edmonton Opera and Alberta Ballet issue joint announcement 
on changes to the 2020-2021 Season; ESO announces that details of a reimagined season to be 
announced in September  

June 11, 2020 Winspear Centre & ESO host their first virtual Townhall with patrons 

June 12, 2020 Alberta enters Stage 2 of re-opening; new guidelines are listed for Performing Arts Groups 

June 21, 2020 From Stage to Screen: Father’s Day Concert: Rafael Hoekman, Meran Currie-Roberts, and Samuel 
Hoekman 

June 26, 2020 Debut of part 1 of Vivaldi project: “Summer” from Four Seasons released on YouTube; first (reduced) 
orchestra event since start of pandemic 
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Chair, Board of Directors Reflection 
 
2019/2020 marked the 68th Season of our Edmonton Symphony Orchestra (ESO/ESS), and the 22nd year since the 

opening of the Francis Winspear Centre for Music (FWCM).  It is a year none of us will forget. Predictably, this report 

acknowledges the devastating impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had, not only for our organization but for 

individuals and organizations across the world. It is for this reason that I purposefully turn my attention to the 

extraordinary live music experiences that were presented before the virus impacted Alberta in March, the virtual 

productions presented thereafter, and the ESO musician-led Community Concerts that began late spring.   

 

This marked the third season for Chief Conductor Alexander Prior. Once again, he created remarkable and 

memorable experiences for our audiences, including performances of Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 11, Adams’ 

Grand Pianola Music, and Lizée’s La terre a des maux. Alexander Prior brings vibrancy, excellence, and adventure to 

our programming, and it is always exciting to experience one of his concerts.  We focused on presenting the works of 

female composers throughout our programs last season. Diversity is one of our priorities, and we feel strongly that 

our community be reflected in our concerts. Like the instruments of an orchestra, the more “voices” we can share, the 

more beautiful.  

 

For each of the past five years, we have had a student from the University of Alberta School of Business serve as an 

intern on the FWCM | ESS Board of Directors. A special thank you goes to this year’s intern, Michelle Luong, who, in 

addition to contributing to the Board in all meetings and discussions, examined and made recommendations on the 

onboarding process for new Board Members as her year-end academic project.  

 

I give profound thanks to the members of the Board of Directors who served with me this year. This has been a year 

for which there was no playbook, and they helped steward the organization with a steady hand as we navigated the 

rapidly changing events of the spring and summer. We bid farewell to one of our board members, Bill Blais, and 

thank him for his commitment over the past three years. I also acknowledge the work and volunteerism of our Young 

Leadership Council chaired by Madeleine Stout. This council was an initiative launched by a past Board Intern, 

Candace Chu, demonstrating the interest and passion of our youth to the growth and sustainability of the arts and 

culture sector and of their community.  

 

The ESO and Winspear Centre are most grateful to all levels of government for their support of arts and culture; this 

year, we recognize in particular their leadership and the financial aid programs during this pandemic that have 

allowed us to support, to the best of our ability, our artists and employees.  We also express our gratitude to the 

many businesses and individuals who provide financial support and to our dedicated volunteers who contribute their 

time and talents to all areas of the organization. Finally, I extend my thanks to Annemarie Petrov for her unwavering 

and adaptable leadership approach, to her team for their hard work, and to the musicians of the ESO for their 

innovation and commitment to our community, which resulted in many inspiring initiatives that you will read about 

throughout this report. 

 

- Oryssia Lennie
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President | CEO Reflection 
 
 

Our purpose, to fulfill the human need to make and share music, resonated more profoundly than ever this past 

season. Music is part of our humanity. Through music, we feel more deeply, we are comforted and uplifted, and most 

importantly, we are connected to one another. This was a season that was moving forward in one direction with 

beautiful momentum, and was suddenly yanked hard in another. It is difficult to remember what we did in the months 

leading up to March 5th when Alberta’s Chief Medical Officer confirmed the first case of COVID in our province. There 

were rumblings and dark clouds on the horizon, but we didn’t fathom just how fast the clouds would descend upon 

us. The skies are still cloudy, with occasional glimpses of a blue sky in the distance. I am most grateful for the team 

that comprises the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and Winspear family – our audience and patrons, our volunteer 

board, our musicians, our staff, and our community. We stand shoulder to shoulder to take us forward, weathering 

the rain and wind, and keeping our eye on the horizon and the lighter sky ahead. Together we will get there. 

 

Our Board Chair and our Chief Conductor, in their reports, highlight outstanding musical moments that took place this 

season for the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra both on the Winspear stage and in the community. I will focus my 

report on the less visible but equally vital contributors to our organization.  

 

In April and May, renewals were strong despite our not having concerts. A testament to the affinity of our patrons, 

when we announced the cancellation of the remainder of the season, 75% of our subscribers chose to stay with us or 

donate their tickets back to the organization. Thank you. 

  

Prior to the pandemic, in addition to the orchestra’s concerts the Winspear Centre celebrated performances by an 

array of local and international musicians. Several of these were featured on our Live at the Winspear series, with 

thanks to Terry Wickham, the series producer, for sharing his deep knowledge of the Canadian music landscape and 

his advocacy for singer-songwriters and roots music. Many groups and artists were impacted when the Winspear 

closed in March. We look forward to when we can welcome these artists and partners back to our stage.  

 

The financials for the 2019/2020 season tell the difficulty of the year. Cancelling the last quarter of the season had a 

tremendous negative impact on our organization, one which may be felt for years. The operating loss for the 

Winspear Centre, before fund transfers, was $1.58 M and for the Orchestra, $1.14 M. After fund transfers, the net 

decrease in operating fund balances was $1.66 M. Our operating budget for 2020/2021 year has been reduced by 

half, which meant making some particularly difficult changes to the way our organization functions. Unfortunately, this 

resulted in the layoff of all of our part-time and hourly staff and more than half of our full-time administration, a tough 

blow to the organization and especially those directly affected. To all of you, I extend my gratitude and 

acknowledgement of all your time and dedication to the Winspear Centre and the ESO: thank you. You have gotten 

us to this place of resiliency and we fervently hope for your return. 

 

Sustaining our musicians has been our priority: without musicians, our art does not exist. Their innovation and 

eagerness to give back to our community, from the creation of a summer concert “series” in backyards, 

neighbourhood parks, and parking lots near and far, to making thank you calls to patrons and donors, they buoyed all 

of our spirits. Our musicians are helping to create and recreate the future of music, of connection, and of our 

organization.  
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We would not be where we are without the substantial support of our benefactors, funders and partners. I commend 

our government leaders who are guiding the people of our province and our country through this chapter in history. I 

thank the foundations and corporations who responded early, supporting organizations like ours in ways that had 

immediate impact, such as the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF) and ATB. Our heartfelt thanks go out to all 

that have stepped up to support our community through this difficult time. 

 

I am immensely grateful to our Board of Directors, management team, staff, and musicians for their insight and 

dedication, and for consistently living our organizational values despite the challenges we all face in navigating and 

sustaining our organization through this pandemic.  

 

As always, and now more than ever, I thank our audiences and patrons, for their support, friendship, and belief in the 

power of music. Everything we do, we do for you, and your tangible and intangible support means the world to us. 

Together, we can weather this storm.   

 

- Annemarie Petrov 
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Chief Conductor Reflection 
 

Writing about last season is to remember back to a time which though in fact is fairly recent, feels like an era ago. We 

have all found our lives and passions derailed, forced to adapt - a quality at which humans are very strong.  That has 

been especially true for music. What the ESO and Winspear do for Edmonton is at the core of and in perfect tune 

with our community - bringing people together from all walks of life to find their best selves, to find comfort and 

inspiration, and to build bridges through art.   

 

The last concert I conducted with the ESO before the tsunami of a pandemic hit was Nielsen’s 4th Symphony - The 

Inextinguishable. In adoption to showcasing the awesome might of our orchestra, the piece brought to us Carl 

Nielsen’s Ferrari motor sense of life-force, and how much music contributes to that life-force. Whilst we had to put 

many plans on ice in March, the power of music shone through. People yearned for that togetherness that comes 

with our art and in our home, the Winspear, more and more. This was reflected in an epic summer of chamber 

concerts that reached audiences right around the greater Edmonton area in a way so in concordance with our ethos - 

personal, passionate, meaningful, dedicated, warm, and inclusive.    

 

Of course, the first three quarters of the 2019/2020 season occurred before COVID-19, and as planned, and brilliant 

they were too.  This was a season where we featured the music of a female composer on every Masters program - 

something we will build upon.  In doing so, we came across phenomenal music, much of it Canadian, all of it unique 

in its story telling, colors, and lyricism.    

 

We saw old much-loved friends like Bill Eddins and Bob Bernhardt, and welcomed new guest artists to Edmonton - 

artists of an especially high calibre, I feel, which is what Edmonton deserves. Particular highlights for me included the 

Nielsen, and Shostakovich’s 11th Symphony as well as music by Canadian composers Tanya Tagaq and 

Nicole Lizée - particularly moving and poignant moments in the season.  Our assistant conductor Cosette Justo 

Valdés conducted significantly more, delighting and inspiring us all with her musicality, skill, positivity, and dedication 

to our orchestra and our art.  

 

Above all, before and during COVID-19, it’s the people who are part of our big ESO-Winspear family that deserve the 

greatest word of admiration.  Our patrons, staff, and musicians supported each other to a profoundly moving degree, 

which is the only recipe to get through this in a way that sets up the ESO not only to survive, but thrive in the future, 

something we owe our city.  I knew I could count on Edmontonians to step up - and step up they did.  

 

Stay strong my friends, revel in the beauty all around us; and we will keep forging life-changing musical  

journeys together.  

 

- Alexander Prior
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ESO Staff & Musician Reflections 
 
Reflection, Nora Bumanis, Principal Harpist 

 

I am always excited to start a new symphony season, similar to the way I felt as a student going back to school in the 

fall. Catching up with colleagues, putting new strings on my harp, new recordings to study and a few new black outfits 

to wear on stage. Some of the highlights of the first part of our season were Berlioz’s Symphonie fantastique, I Lost 

My Talk (a powerful piece by John Estacio), Shostakovich No. 11, Brahms 3rd, Elgar Enigma Variations as well as 

some great concertos and soloists. December, a very busy time for the orchestra had us performing the Nutcracker 

Ballet, Messiah, Lighter Classics, Christmas Pops and a Star Wars Special. In January and February, we presented 

works by Beethoven, Mozart, Prokofiev and Nielsen. The season had great momentum with exciting concerts ahead. 

It was after a mid-March dress rehearsal of Bernstein’s opera Candide, that we were informed that all rehearsals and 

performances were to be cancelled for the indefinite future. WHAT?? 

 

As the pandemic grew, the city shut down and the Arts District went dark. We were worried about our future. Could 

we survive this as an organization? Our resilient management and Board found a way to keep the musicians on full 

salary until June. Words cannot express my appreciation for their support. As the months went by, the musicians felt 

a strong need to perform so we created small ensembles and took to streets, alleys, parks and patios bringing live 

music to Edmonton and surrounding communities. It was disappointing that Symphony Under the Sky was cancelled 

but thanks to a cooperative effort of the management, Board, union and musicians, we were able to return to the 

stage in the Fall with a very creative approach to presenting live music safely. 

 

Reflection, D.T. Baker, Musiciologist 
 
When the 2019/2020 season began for the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, everyone concerned with it had many 

reasons to look forward to it. The flagship Masters series offered, for the first time in the ESO’s history, a work by a 

woman composer on every program. The fact that so many of these composers were still active and engaged also 

brought in voices to other aspects of daily life at the ESO. This was by no means the only socially significant aspect 

to the season. Works such as I Lost My Talk by John Estacio, and My Name is Amanda Todd by Jocelyn Morlock, 

showcased Canadian works of relevancy in a world that has been confronting systemic issues of inequality as never 

before. 

 

Then, it all came crashing down as the world tried to come to grips with the COVID-19 pandemic. In what seemed 

like a moment, everything changed, and aspects of everyday life revealed that some things, taken for granted, had 

suddenly became priorities. Like the need to gather to celebrate live performance, the overwhelming impact that a 

lack of performing arts has on the economic life of a community, and the devastating effect the sudden halt has had 

on so many dedicated musicians and staff of the ESO. 

 

We have not yet recovered the way we want to, and the balance between what we CAN do and what we WANT to do 

is still tipped to the side of caution and recovery. This has all been unprecedented, unexpected, and, hopefully, a 

great instructor for the future. 
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Reflection, Barry Nemish, Principal Timpanist 
 
The 2019/2020 season started full of promise for an exciting year of symphonic music. We prepared for 

performances of music composed by Elgar, Brahms, Prokofiev and Nielsen’s great Fourth Symphony, “The 

Inextinguishable,” all very challenging music. Little did we know, but our season would come to an abrupt end. Our 

descent into the unknown was to last for almost eight long months. Our musicians who demonstrated resilience and 

resourcefulness found a way to keep the music alive with summer concerts throughout the community which resulted 

in a substantial amount of money being raised through donations and forwarded to the ESO.  Bravo to those who 

were able to participate.   

 

The 2019/2020 season highlight for me was at the conclusion of the “Inextinguishable” Symphony when Alex Prior 

invited me and my colleague, Brian Jones, to the front of the stage as the audience was acknowledging our 

performance. This concert also featured our Concertmaster, Robert Uchida, in a wonderful performance of Sibelius’s 

Violin Concerto.  It was well received by a very appreciative audience. 

 
Reflection, Diana de Sousa, Client Services Manager 
 
The 2019/2020 season was shaping up to be a very successful and busy season. The ESO had a great schedule of 

concerts planned; we were looking forward to a busy and rewarding year. On March 12, 2020, COVID-19 changed 

everything. As we were setting up for a performance on stage, and the artist, Fred Penner, was about to start his 

sound check, the Province of Alberta announced that events with over 250 people attending were no longer possible. 

This announcement started a time of uncertainty for the ESO, the Winspear, and all of our rental clients. I found 

myself having difficult conversations with our rental clients about their upcoming events and having to cancel. There 

were many questions about how everyone is doing, rescheduling their events to future dates, and when would we be 

able to get back to normal. Not having an answer to provide to this last point was difficult as groups had to make 

decisions without certain information. I remember commenting to someone that I spent time doing the opposite of my 

job: cancelling groups instead of booking them. 

 
Reflection, Meran Currie-Roberts, Cellist  
 
When I think about the 2019/2020 Season, my overwhelming feeling is one of gratitude. Gratitude to our patrons, 

subscribers and donors who stepped up when we needed you most, and gratitude to our Board and the Edmonton 

community, who decided that keeping our orchestra whole and creating music was most important. Despite having 

our season cut tragically short, 2019/2020 actually renewed my love of music - whether it was in the Winspear, a 

backyard concert, or even performing in someone’s driveway. Playing under Alexander Shelley prior to lock-down 

was a huge highlight, but so was my first post-pandemic live performance - Tchaikovsky’s Souvenir de Florence in a 

parking lot in Garneau with my ESO colleagues to raise funds for the orchestra.  

 

One of the most emotional moments for me was walking back into the Winspear Centre after months away to record 

a Father’s Day concert for the From Stage to Screen series. I was moved to tears by the beauty of our hall and what I 

had been missing. Over the last eight months I have come to realize that the ESO is my family and that just as we 

have a human need for music, we, as musicians, also need an audience to share it with. I am so incredibly grateful to 

our audiences, management, Board, my colleagues and the community for sharing our collective love of music and 

keeping it live in Edmonton through these times.  
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Edmonton Symphony Orchestra Musicians 

  

Alexander Prior, Chief Conductor  
Cosette Justo Valdés, Assistant Conductor & Community Ambassador 

 

Violin I  
Robert Uchida, Concertmaster  
The John & Barbara Poole Family 
Concertmaster Chair  
Eric Buchmann, Associate 
Concertmaster  
Virginie Gagné, Assistant 
Concertmaster  
Broderyck Olson  
Ewald Cheung  
Joanna Ciapka-Sangster  
Laura Veeze  
Anna Kozak  
Aiyana Anderson-Howatt  
Neda Yamach  
  
Violin II  
Dianne New (1)  
Susan Flook (2)  
Heather Bergen  
Zoë Sellers  
Robert Hryciw  
Tatiana Warszynski  
Alison Zdunich  
Murray Vaasjo (5)  
  
Viola  
Keith Hamm (1)  
Ethan Filner (2)  
Clayton Leung  
Rhonda Henshaw  
Stefan Jungkind  
Kerry Kavalo (5)  
  
Cello  
Rafael Hoekman (1)  
The Stuart & Winona Davis 
Principal Cello Chair  
Julie Hereish (2)  
Ronda Metszies  
Meran Currie-Roberts  
Derek Gomez  
Victor Pipkin  

Bass  
Jan Urke (1)  
Max Cardilli (2)  
Janice Quinn  
Doug Ohashi  
Andrew Lawrence  
Rob Aldridge (5)  
  
Flute  
Elizabeth Koch (1)  
Stephanie Morin (2)  
  
Oboe  
June Kim (1)  
Paul Schieman (2)  
The Steven & 
Day LePoole Assistant Principal 
Oboe Chair  
  
Clarinet  
Julianne Scott (1)  
David Quinn (2)  
  
Bassoon  
Bianca Chambul (1)  
Edith Stacey (2)  
  
Horn  
Allene Hackleman (1)  
Megan Evans (2)  
Peter Clark (4)  
Donald Plumb (2)  
Gerald Onciul (5)  
 
Trumpet  
Robin Doyon (1)  
Frédéric Payant (2)  
  
Trombone  
John McPherson (1)  
Kathryn Macintosh (2)  

Bass Trombone  
Tyler Cairns (3)  
Christopher Taylor (5)  
  
Tuba  
Scott Whetham (1)  
  
Timpani  
Barry Nemish (1)  
  
Percussion  
Brian Jones (1)  
  
Harp  
Nora Bumanis (1)  
  
  
(1) Principal  
(2) Assistant Principal  
(3) Acting Principal  
(4) Acting Assistant Principal  
(5) On Leave  
 
Laureate & Emeritus Artists 
William Eddins, Music Director 
Emeritus 
Uri Mayer, Conductor Laureate 
Charles Hudelson, Principal Clarinet 
Emeritus 
Alvin Lowrey, Principal Trumpet 
Emeritus 
 
Orchestra Personnel:  
Eric Filpula, Orchestra Personnel 
Manager  
Aaron Christopher Hawn, Librarian  
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ESO Highlights 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY CONCERTS 
QUICK STATS: May 12 to June 29, 2020 

 
$18,475 in donations received 
27 Concerts 
1,508 attendees 
1,620 minutes of live music 
27 Hosts 

 

TOP 15 CONCERTS BY ATTENDANCE 
 

 

Name    Date Series Attendance 

Hollywood Hits 19-Sep-19 Symphony Under The Sky 2514 

Toe-Tappers 01-Sep-19 Symphony Under The Sky 1952 

Brahms & Dvořák 30-Aug-19 Symphony Under The Sky 1927 

Corb Lund & Ian Tyson with the ESO 19-Sep-19 Specials 1913 

Hollywood Hits Encore 02-Sep-19 Symphony Under The Sky 1906 

Celtic Spectacular 29-Aug-19 Symphony Under The Sky 1904 

Peter & The Wolf 23-Nov-19 Symphony for Kids 1880 

A Very Merry Pops 21-Dec-19 Pops Saturday 1680 

A Very Merry Pops 20-Dec-19 Pops Friday 1612 

The Music Of Star Wars 14-Dec-19 Specials 1586 

The Music Of Star Wars 13-Dec-19 Specials 1577 

A Very Merry Pops 22-Dec-19 Pops Matinees 1534 

A Lightly Classical Christmas 12-Dec-19 Lighter Classics 1514 

Beethoven’s Birthday Bash 08-Feb-20 Symphony for Kids 1474 

Hits & Holiday Songs With Paul Brandt & The ESO 19-Dec-19 Specials 1364 
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Retiring Musicians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In recent years, the reputation of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra has grown to the point where auditions for 
open positions are drawing talented musicians from around the world. But in the days when the ESO was still a 
relatively young band, still establishing itself as a fulltime ensemble, many of its musicians were homegrown. And it 
was they who laid the foundation of professionalism and excellence that put the ESO on the map.  
  
Three of those Edmonton born-and-bred musicians have retired as of the end of the 2019/2020 season. 
Gerald Onciul is the “rookie” of the bunch, having joined the orchestra in 1977. Christopher Taylor began his tenure 
two years before that, and Brian Jones joined in 1968. That’s 140 years’ combined experience retiring, and an awful 
lot of memories.  
  
Brian Jones laughs when he recalls a piano teacher recommending that his sense of rhythm – not to mention his 
frustration with his piano teacher – might make him an ideal percussionist. By age 18, he was subbing on percussion 
with the ESO.  
  
Chris Taylor had no such decision to make. He fell in love with trombone early, but when he came across the only 
bass trombone in the city once he got to high school, that was it for him, and he specialized in the low-voiced 
trombone ever since. “I was never very good at the high register,” he confesses with a smile.  
  
Like Brian Jones, Gerry Onciul started on piano, but early exposure to the horn led to his first “solo,” playing in church 
as a youngster. “I was shaking so much, I thought I was going to fall over,” he says, “but it was such an amazing 
experience playing for all these people, I just kept playing.”  
  
That’s the amazing part – how long they stayed with the Edmonton Symphony. “It still gives me goosebumps,” says 
Jones of why he kept at it. “Classical music has such an effect on people – on us, too,” he adds.  
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Of course, the ESO has presented much more than classical music, and all three musicians take definite pride in just 
how well the orchestra has taken on pops concerts, rock shows, and all the other performances they have presented. 
Gerry Onciul talks about the buzz that was still in the air when he joined in 1977 about the 
1971 Procol Harum concert, and the recording that came out the following year.  
  
“I think the variety is very important,” Jones states. Chris Taylor credits the talent pool of musicians who specialize in 
popular and jazz music for helping classically-trained musicians branch out – beginning with Tommy Banks.  
  
“He was the main instigator for us in the pops and jazz area,” Taylor says.  
  
As they looked back, each musician was given a chance to let the audience know about what pieces of music they 
played that those sitting and watching them wouldn’t have had a clue about the challenges to which they had to rise.  
  
“I don’t think the audience has any idea how long I practiced John Adams’ Harmonielehre – the marimba part,” Jones 
says ruefully. “It went on for months.”  
  
“Miraculous Mandarin,” Taylor says without hesitation. “That has a big bass trombone solo right off the top, and 
employs all the notes on the instrument that are difficult to play.”  
  
“Till Eulenspiegel by Richard Strauss – it’s got that iconic horn call,” says Onciul, who spent most of his ESO tenure 
at third horn. “What a lot of people don’t realize is that about halfway through the piece, a third lower, the third horn 
player has to come through and play exactly the same horn call solo.”  
  
Pressed to think of a highlight or two from their decades-long tenures, the three retirees mention specific pieces or 
performances they were involved in. Interestingly, while they all speak of the 2012 Carnegie Hall concert, or the 1994 
Northern Lights tour with great fondness, it was the performances they were part of with their Edmonton audiences 
that seem most treasured. It was Elektra with Edmonton Opera, or Shostakovich symphonies, or specific works of 
Brahms and Mahler that come up. And – of course – the move to the Winspear in 1997.  
  
“When we moved into this building, compared to where we were before, it was like a whole new career began for all 
of us,” is how Brian Jones puts it.  
  
As Edmontonians, all three musicians look forward to many more nights in the Winspear – but this time as listeners. 
In between golf, gardening, art, and chasing grandchildren, each of them will keep their instruments nearby.  
  
“I’m retiring because I think I’ve done enough,” Brian Jones says. “But I loved being here.”  
 
Article written by D.T. Baker 
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Live at the Winspear | ESO Series Attendance & Revenue 
 

2019/2020 Series 
Buffy Sainte-Marie September 20, 2019 

Rosanne Cash September 25, 2019 

Dahka Brahka October 17, 2019 

Richard Thompson October 30, 2019 

National Geographic: Orangutans January 27, 2020 

National Geographic: Cave Diving March 9, 2020 

 

 
 

Feedback 

 
“Winspear is my favourite venue to see live music in our city. Such a beautiful concert hall. Thank you.” 
 
“Electrifying. If this didn’t charge your batteries for the next twelve months, they--and you—are dead. Wonderful in 
rhythm, musicality, musicianship, novelty, and imagination. Unbelievable.” 
 
“We are so fortunate to have this awesome facility in Edmonton. Any event there is most enjoyable. Just so proud of the 
staff and facility... I think that Dr. Winspear would be so pleased how this concert hall operates and the world class 
performers it attracts.” 

ESO Series Name Number 
of 

Concerts 

Total 
Attendance/Series 

Ticket 
Revenue/Series 

Average 
Attendance/Concert 

Traditional Classics 2 1710 $54,562 855 

Perfect Pairings 2 2283 $31,275 1142 

Lighter Classics 3 3427 $137,863 1142 

Masters Applause 4 4869 $172,333 1217 

Masters Friday & Encore 8 8218 $281,620 2055 

Pops Friday & Saturday 8 10,322 485,792 2,581 

Pops Matinees 1 1534 $57,966 N/A 

ESO Rocks 1 1355 $55,958 N/A 

Sunday Showcase 3 3156 $100,780 1052 

Symphony For Kids 2 3354 $60,424 1677 

Symphony Under The Sky 5 10203 $323,545 2041 

Specials 16 19112 $856,906 1195 

Live at the Winspear 6 5514 $186,430 788 
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From Stage to Screen 

 

Live at the Winspear: From Stage to Screen  
sponsored by ATB Wealth Presents  
 
 
Reflection, Allan Cabral de Sa, Brand & Experience Coordinator  
 
For me, as a member of the Brand & Experience team, I used to operate our website; however, during times of 
uncertainty I repurposed myself. Having had previous experience producing videos, Concertmaster Robert Uchida 
and I quickly united forces and initiated a video production workflow to maintain the connection with our audiences. 
Since March, the Winspear Centre & ESO have grown their online community on YouTube by more than 200% by 
producing music performance video content and making it available to our patrons. How thrilling it is to connect with 
our audiences online, anytime, anywhere. 
 
 
Video by Allan Cabral de Sa | Audio by Jonas Duffy | Lighting by Warren Bertholet  
 
Rafael Hoekman & Jeremy Spurgeon | 
#CanadaPerforms | NAC  (1:05:17)  
Streamed on Wednesday March 26, 2020 via 
Facebook  
3.6 K YouTube views*  
 
Alexander Prior & Rafael Hoekman - 2 Sibelius 
pieces for Piano & Cello (20:20)  
Premiered on Wednesday April 29, 2020 at 2:00 PM  
1,670 YouTube views*  
  
Amy Beach - Romance for Violin and Piano, Op. 
23 | Virginie Gagné & Sarah Ho (6:25)  
Premiered on Friday, May 8, 2020  
1,680 YouTube views*  
   
Tatiana and Mikolaj Warszynski | Mother's Day 
Concert (28:37)  
Premiered on Mother’s Day - Sunday May 10, 2020  
1,122 YouTube views*   

 
Max Cardilli & Sarah Ho | R. V. Williams, 
G. Bottesini (8:14)  
Premiered on Friday May 15, 2020  
1,514 YouTube views*  
   
Jeremy Spurgeon | J. S. Bach | Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor BWV 565 (8:57)  
Premiered on Friday May 29, 2020  
1,125 YouTube views*  
 
Rafael Hoekman, Meran Currie Roberts & Samuel 
Hoekman | Father's Day Concert  
Premiered on Sunday June 21, 2020  
1,062 YouTube views*  
  
Vivaldi’s “Summer” The Four Seasons (12:17)  
Premiered on Friday, June 26  
2,436 YouTube views*  
  

 
YouTube channel growth:  

 
March 14, pre-lockdown: 900 subscribers  
30 watch hours of content / week  
900 views/ week  

 
June 30: 1500 subscribers  
530 watch hours of content / week  
1400 views/week
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Stage to Screen Musician Reflections  
 
Reflection, Max Cardilli, Assistant Principal Double Bass 
 
I chose these two lyrical and contemplative pieces by an English and an Italian composer because near the 
beginning of the pandemic, when I had the chance to record on the Winspear stage, England and Italy were among 
the first countries to experience the profound effects as the rest of the world could only watch and wait. Music has a 
particular way of expressing emotions beyond those we have neatly defined by words.  
 
As we listen to music of any type and from any peoples, we are moved and changed regardless of the color of our 
skin, our identity or what side of a boarder we find ourselves on. Listening is an active process that brings us together 
across great distances and sometimes in solidarity with the goings on of the world around us. 
 
I recorded with the wonderful local pianist, Sarah Ho, though we never actually rehearsed in person and recorded our 
parts on different days. Our communication was digital and very safely distanced. We opted against using a click 
track to be synchronized as the chosen music needed a sense of fluidity and uncalculated spontaneity. A physically 
distant recital like this was a new experience and despite the challenge, turned into a beautiful rendering thanks to all 
those involved. 
 
Reflection, Sarah Ho, Piano 
 
I made these recordings at the beginning of April, just weeks after the lockdown started.  The videos were truly 
physically distanced, as I was not on stage with them at the same time.  It was my first musical project during the 
pandemic, my first time back on a stage and the first time I have ever had to play chamber music while separated 
from the other musicians.  It was a really interesting project for me, and while it was strange and sad to be on stage 
alone, it was still a musically satisfying experience.  And the final result was amazing to me, Allan and the whole 
team at the Winspear did such a fantastic job putting our performances together into memorable videos. I was, and 
remain, very grateful for the chance to have made music in this way, during such a difficult time in our world, and look 
forward to more projects. 
 
Reflection, Laura Veeze, Violin I 
 
Having the world around us change has been challenging, to say the least.  With it, however, came this inspiring 
possibility of realizing some artistic dreams. As all art expresses and provokes basic human emotion, I love how 
different disciplines can interact and enhance each other. Letting hip hop and very old music be together makes total 
sense to me, and Josh. It’s been thrilling to see it come alive like that through the Stage to Screen series. How lucky 
we are that the Edmonton Symphony provided us with the opportunity to do something special. 
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Tommy Banks Centre for Musical Creativity 
 
Summer Camps  
  

 Rusty Musicians Summer Camp: 40 participants working with Bob Bernhardt, Cosette Justo Valdes, and 15 
ESO Musicians. 

 The Harp & Ukulele Camp: 26 campers. 

 Violin Camp: sold out at 31 campers. 
 
We were grateful for some extra helping hands from three senior YONA students that joined us to assist at the 
Violin Camp. A grant from the Alberta Music Education Foundation enabled us to provide a honorarium for each of 
the three students who were involved. It was a beautiful opportunity for peer mentoring, and both the campers and 
our staff appreciated their involvement immensely.  
  
MBB & B-Sides   
 
Our Music Box Babies (MBB) and B-Sides programs had their highest enrollments this season: MBB had 152 
participants over the fall and winter semesters and B-Sides had 33 amateur musicians sit in with the ESO to read 
through some excellent repertoire together.   
 
Sound School & Rollercoaster Challenge   
 
From September to March, we hosted six classes of Sound School out of the ten that should have happened in the 
season.  We enjoyed a week with two classes from one school (Roberta McAdams), who participated in an extra fun 
opportunity that had never been done at Sound School before – a music video. We shared the final product with 
educators and families at the beginning of the school year, and have encouraged everyone to take the 
#rollercoasterchallenge by learning the moves, recording themselves doing it, and sharing on social media, or 
emailing their video to us.  
 
Sounds Interesting & Staying Connected in COVID-19   
 
Having to cancel education concerts, field trips, and other school programs was unprecedented for us. Knowing that 
students and families were missing out on the wonderful opportunities we featured our beautiful building in a video 
series called “Sounds Interesting” that explores the topic of acoustics and how they are a prominent feature of the 
Winspear. Eight video clips that were 2 – 4 mins long were released over seven weeks before summer, to the 
teachers and families that had planned to attend our Education Concerts, Science of Sound program, Sound School, 
or SFK. To date, the videos have gathered a total of over 3,200 views on YouTube. We also created a series of 
“Trivia Tuesday” videos that featured staff from across all departments asking interesting questions about the 
Winspear and ESO.  
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YONA 
 
by: Jacquie McNulty, YONA Site Manager 
 
Like everywhere else, the year 2019/2020 was an interesting year for YONA-Sistema. In our seventh year of 
programming, we started the year with the addition of 50 new students (while keeping our 62 returning students), 
longer class times at Kipohtakâw YONA, and the launching of our new site at St. Teresa of Calcutta. The 2019/2020 
was an important year in our programmatic growth because we developed a structure that would accommodate our 
space needs, level-based programming, and expanding our breadth of community outreach.  
 
In March, everything changed for people around the world- including for us at YONA. As we went into lockdown, the 
YONA staff stayed at home and worked to pivot our program to suit the new realities of COVID-19. After a couple of 
weeks of planning (which luckily aligned with the schools’ spring break schedules) we launched YONA Online; a 
program that offered our students group and private online lessons, online homework help, and opportunities for our 
youth to connect virtually over zoom. In addition to this, we also organized weekly drop offs where we delivered 
supplies and food to our students. As a celebration of the year, Nathaniel Wong, one of our teaching artists, compiled 
a video montage of photos and videos taken throughout the year. This video was shared with our students, families, 
and viewed during our online classes. We were able to stay connected in community even though we had to 
physically be distant. I feel very proud of how YONA has successfully managed to continue supporting our students 
and families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 16, 2020 YONA went online; 
 YONA completed a total of 12 weeks of online programming; 

 95% of students were connected online; 
 more than 152 YONA group lessons, 848 YONA individual lessons, and 24 academic support 

sessions were given; 
 weekly food and supply deliveries (10 each week) were made to families in need. 
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Winspear Project 
 
What has become even more apparent during the pandemic is the human need to gather. With many people working from 
home for the foreseeable future, public places that are able to safely support the congregation of people will become even 
more important in our community. The Winspear Project has progressed during the pandemic and comprises two phases. 
Phase 1 include remediation of contaminated soil and the building of the commercial components of the project: an 
underground parkade, a YMCA Child Care at street level, and the District Energy Plant on northwest corner. Construction 
of Phase 1 commenced during the 2019-2020 year and Phase 2, the expansion of the existing Winspear, will commence in 
2021. 
 

 
WINSPEAR PROJECT: PHASE 2 

 

 550-seat performance hall – The Music Box 

 Café 

 Outdoor Terrace 

 Interactive Discovery Zones 

 Multipurpose spaces 

 Community gathering spaces 

WINSPEAR PROJECT FUNDING:  
The Winspear Project includes funding from all levels of 
government plus a community campaign to launch in 
2021.   

 
  $ 17 M Community Capital Campaign  

 $ 48.6 M Combined Government Contribution   
$ 65.6 M  Total Winspear Project Funding   
 

 
 

 TIMELINE 

August 2019 Federal ICIP funding was approved; this allowed us to move forward with the design of the 

expansion. 

December 2019 The City committed to making the Winspear whole for any expenditures regarding the District 

Energy Centre. 

January 2020 Clark Builders started the renovations on the Upper Level multipurpose studio. 

March 2020 Building Permit for Footings and Foundations were received. 

March 2020 Winspear venue closes to public due to pandemic; all in-person design and construction meetings 

transition to virtual meetings, extending schedules. 

May 2020 Ninth and final version of Facility Description document approved. 

June 2020 Upper Level multipurpose studio completed.  Delays experienced due to pandemic-related supply 

chain issues.  

June 2020 Excavation for Phase 1 commences following soil remediation process.   

June 2020 Shoring on 97th Street, 102 Ave, 102 A Ave and under the existing Studio completed. 
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2019/2020 Revenue and Expenses 
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Gratitude Report 
 

Honorary Orchestra Circle Members 

Raymond J. Nelson 

John & Barbara Poole† 

Bill & Mary Jo Robbins   

Harriet Snowball Winspear 

La Bruyère Fund† 

 

Orchestra Circle Diamond Members ($25,000+) 

Rae & Carol Allen 

Larry & Janet Anderson Philanthropies* 

James & Jeanie Brown Foundation 

Colin & Lila Eicher* 

Eileen Labonte 

Steven & Day LePoole 

Judy Milton 

Elisabeth Muhlenfeld 

Esther Ondrack 

Jo-Anne & Jack Watt 

 

Orchestra Circle Platinum Members ($10,000-
$24,999) 

Anonymous (3) 

Baher Family Fund 

Rhonda Baker 

Dr. Lorraine Bray & Jim Carter 

Cameron Development Corp 

Dr. Carol & Dr. David Cass* 

Maria David-Evans* 

Bruce Hagstrom* 

Mark & Nancy Heule* 

Glen & Brenda Kemp* 

Bev Martin 

Darrel & Edith Martin 

Al & Fran Olson* 

Overhead Door Company of Edmonton 

Kathy Pearson 

Arnold & Grace Rumbold 

Angus & Heather Watt* 
 

Orchestra Circle Gold Members ($5,000-$9999) 

Anonymous (2) 

Darlene Acton* 

Maxine & Brian Alguire* 

David & Janet Bentley Family Fund 

Ken Biggs 

Bob & Sheryl Bowhay 

Phyllis Clark* 

Bruce Dancik & Brenda Laishley* 

Barbara & David Eberlein 

Mark Gardhouse & Alison Kenny-Gardhouse 

Tim & Laura Joseph 

Darcy & Barbara Koshman* 

Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd 

Bob & Bev McNally* 

Karen & Wally Might* 

Shauna Miller & James Gillespie* 

Arliss Miller 

Tim & Nancy Muzyka 

Mr. Paul Roffel 

Eric & Elexis Schloss* 

Joyce & Dennis Vass 

Michael Veitch* 

Dr. P.J. White & Ms Patty Whiting 

Winspear Patron Services Team 

Jim & Sandy Wishloff 

David & Leah Yee* 

Orchestra Circle Silver Members ($2,500-$4,999) 

Anonymous (5) 

Drs. Dick & Heather-Jane Au* 

Richard & Barbara Bergstrom* 

Marion & John Boyd* 

Marguerite & Zbigniew Chrzanowski 

Ralph & Isabelle Corbett 

Doug & Wendy Davey 

Catherine Miller & Len Dolgoy 
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Electronic Arts Outreach 

Fath Group/O’Hanlon Paving Ltd. 

Catherine Field & Kevin Lewis* 

Filipkowski Fund 

Sandy Fitch 

Peggy Garritty 

Glen & Judy Heximer 

Sharon & Allan Kerr* 

Bohdan Korbutiak 

Donna Krucik 

Joyce LaBriola & Mark Scholz* 

Laurie & Dave McInnes 

Bruce & Cindy McPherson 

Lorna McPherson & the McPherson Family* 

Glen A. Mead, CIMA & Joanne Mead 

Maggie & John Mitchell 

Patricia & Norbert Morgenstern 

Annemarie & Paul Petrov 

Jeff & Jackie Polovick 

Bryan & Linda Reed* 

Sean Robitaille* 

Rotary Club of Edmonton Glenora 

Rotary Club of Edmonton Riverview 

Martha & John Schiel 

Marianne & Allan Scott 

Dorothy Scott & Family 

Allen & Myrna Snart 

St David’s Welsh Society of Edmonton 

Curtis Strobeck* 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Tertzakian* 

Maryann Walker in memory of Dr. David Cook* 

Watson Family 

John & Carol Wodak 

Craig McDougall & Catherine Workun 

Mary Wright* 

Linda M. Youell 

Leon & Vonnie Zupan 
 

Orchestra Circle Bronze Members ($1,500-$2,499) 

Anonymous (3) 

Alstad Family 

Catherine Andrew 

Dr. Gail Andrew* 

Audio Ark* 

Karen & Craig Banks 

Russ Bell 

Glen & Susan Binnington* 

Julia Boberg* 

Chereda Bodner & Nick Trovato 

Florence Borch 

Marion & Elmer Brooker 

Janet G. Brown 

Alan Burant* 

David Cheung 

Henry & Lisa Choy 

Ana & Paul Chrzanowski 

Elaine M. Coachman 

Matt Corrigan 

Randy & Nancy Darr 

Sandi Darrell 

Diana de Sousa* 

Jane & Allan de Caen 

Roger Delbaere & Lynette Husum 

Earl Evaniew, QC & Sandra Kereliuk 

Joan Fargey 

Sithara Fernando* 

Lois A. Field* 

Barbara & David Finlay 

Bernie & Diane Fournier 

Geoffrey & Kathryn Frisby 

Paul & Winifred Greenwood* 

George & Ann Hammond 

Roberta & Norman Hanson 

Zenia Hawrysh 

Christopher Head 

Cori & Jeff Henkelman 

Richard Isaac & Rosie Dransfeld* 

Dr. Andrew J. Jarema 
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Sam Jenkins* 

Dr. Donald & Christina Jolly 

Ralph & Debbie Klein 

C. A. Kushlyk 

Margaret Lair* 

Robert & Lesley Lambert 

Ivor & Mieke Lammerink 

Jane Leifer 

Oryssia & Malcolm Lennie 

Wolfram Linnebach* 

C. B. Lomow 

Catharine Lopaschuk 

Ward Mabbutt* 

Peter & Dorothea MacDonnell Fund 

Tim & Tracey MacLean* 

AC Manson 

John R. & Irene McDougall 

Paul Melancon* 

Art & Mary Meyer 

Mark Moran* 

Lewis & Lindsay Nakatsui 

Ole Nielsen 

Sherry & Jim Noyes* 

Mr. Colm & Mrs. Lynda O’Carroll 

Drs. David & Joanne Olson 

Andrea Opgenorth 

K. Patriquin* 

David & Tikker Percy 

Alexander Prior 

Ivan & Mary A. Radostits* 

Leonard Ratzlaff 

Jim & Vivian Redmond 

Alan Rusler 

Tom & Micki Ruth* 

Barbara Schweger 

Farrel Shadlyn Q.C. & Lisa Miller 

Marshall & Debby Shoctor* 

Donna Lynn Smith Blackburn* 

Midge Smolyk 
 

Robert Spindler 

Adam Trzebski & Aleksandra Turcza 

Elaine Warick & Jim O’Neill* 

Richard Wiznura & Margaret Unsworth 

Neil & Jean Wilkinson* 

Sarah Cooper & Doug Wylie 

Carla Zohar* 

Michael & Carol Zukiwsky 

 
Advocate ($1,000-$1,499) 

Anonymous (4) 

Jon & Marilyn Been* 

Salim Bellazoug 

Dr. Len & Mrs. Barb Bistritz* 

Bistro Praha 

Dieleman-Bradley Family* 

Linda Brownlee 

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Brumlik 

David & Betty Jean Buchanan 

Butler Family Foundation 

Carey Castillo* 

Christine Chung* 

Joan S. Clark* 

David & Gina Cosco 

Karen Cox 

Owen & Linda De Bathe 

John & Ann Dea 

The Dinner Optimist Club of Edmonton 

Ruth & Joshua Fortier* 

Tony & Daniela Franceschini Family Fund* 

Catherine Garvey* 

Geraldine Cecilia Riley Fund 

Marnie Giesbrecht & Joachim Segger* 

Don Gorsalitz 

L. Neil Gower, Q.C. 

Ms. Michelle E. Grose 

Dr. Gabor Gyenes & Ms. Erika Mullner 

Margaret Harris 

Norman Hill 
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Maurine Johnson 

Ian & Louise Kidd* 

Ken & Kathy Knowles 

David & Tamara Linklater* 

Mary Lister* 

Monica Lomeland 

Tom & Deborah Lyzun 

Jim & Donna Mansell 

Catherine Melnychuk 

Lucie Moussu* 

Dave & Sandy Mowat 

Joan O’Shea 

Vital & Colleen Ouellette* 

Lynne & Gerry Paradis 

Carol Pawlenchuk* 

Lawrence & Mary Anne Pshyk 

Helen Resta* 

Kate Rich & Bruce Laverty 

Angèle & Jacques Richer 

Barbara & Gregory Sargent 

Lydia R. Shalagan 

Gabe & Connie Shelley 

Lynne & Doug Sigler 

Joyce & Carl Simonson* 

W. Dale Somerville, CPA, CA 

Dr. Douglas Spaner 

Suzuki Charter School 

Leonard & Ruby Swanson* 

Kathleen Tomyn 

Mary Totman* 

Elsbeth von der Burg* 

Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company 

Ruth Wolfe & Ken Gordon* 

Ernest & Lily York 

 
Contributor ($500-$999) 

Anonymous (20) 

Darcie Acton & Nelson Lutz* 
 

Allfour Technology Enterprises 

Bert & Olga Almon* 

Mrs. Karen & Mr. Lourne Anderson* 

Apple Inc. 

Chris & Rebecca Baker* 

Mike & Amanda Banister* 

Allen & Ruth Benbow 

Marcia Bercov* 

Miriam M. Bertsch 

Myrna & Dean Bittner 

Barbara G. Blackley 

Winifred Blades* 

Don & Renee Bliss 

Vlad & Cathryn Brecka 

Bev & John Brennan 

Paddy Brine* 

Frank Calder 

Evelyn Carson 

Bryan Carter 

Paul Cartledge 

Mr. & Dr. Tim & Joanne Caulfield 

Nancy & Lance Clark* 

Frances Coughlan 

Rafael Hoekman & Meran Currie-Roberts 

Louise Davis 

Cinde Dehaan 

Colleen Dibden 

Ivan & Susan Docker 

Barbara Ellis 

Dr. Kerry & Mrs. Natalya Enger 

Martin & Tricia Enokson 

Adrienne & Darren Eymundson* 

Betty & Bill Faulder* 

Shirley E. Forbes* 

Vincent & Ruth Friesen 

Ruby & Dave Geake 

Clayton & Carolyn Graham 

Pat Graham 

Peter & Astrid Griep 
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Luciana & Fernando Grossi* 

Sandy Hackleman 

Lea Halinen 

Norma Harper 

Wendy & David Harrison* 

Patricia Hartnagel 

Faye Hatch 

Mr. Ray & Mrs. Diane Hawrelak 

Gerhard & Emily Henkemans 

David Hewitt* 

Dave & Cathy Higgins 

John & Kathleen Holmes 

Barry & Marcia Hunt* 

Hisham Hussein 

Mrs. T. N. Johnston 

Joseph & Kayla Shoctor Family Fund 

Hsing Jou 

Joanne Kenny 

Ritu Khullar & Robert Reynolds 

Kobie & Miensie Kloppers* 

Jill Konkin 

Maggie Laing 

Jason Lapointe & Charlene Ferguson* 

Shannon & Lionel Larcombe 

Barbara Leah 

Alyssa Lefaivre* 

Marilyn Lemay* 

Bernard Linsky 

Colleen Lister 

Victoria Luk 

Jean Lund 

D. M. Lunn 

Kelly MacFarlane & Christopher S. Mackay 

Rod & Elaine MacLeod 

Peter Malcolm* 

Stephen & Lynn Mandel 

Alan Mather 

Linda Maul* 

Karen Mazurek* 
 

Sandy McClellan & Kirby O’Connor 

Al & Pat McGeachy 

John & Doris McIvor 

Cheryl McPherson* 

Peter Michalyshyn & Carole Anctil-Michalyshyn 

Katherine & David Middleton* 

Mr. Ronald Miller 

Marie Montgomery 

Jegelka-Muench Family* 

Rebecca Nagel & Andrew MacMillan 

Ann & Nelson Nickle 

Louis Olson 

Fred & Helen Otto 

Dr. Edward & Mrs. Anne Parkinson 

Lois Pawl* 

Leslie & Rick Penny 

David Phillip Jones, Q. C.* 

Judy Piercy & Ian Stewart* 

Edward Arthur Plewes 

Todd Reade 

Janet Resta* 

Allan & Karen Robertson 

Grant Robertson 

Ingrid & Steve Rose* 

Martine Roy* 

Mary & Thomas Ruth 

Denise Ryan* 

Edmond & Orla Ryan 

Robert Sabulka 

Wayne & Tabea Schiewe* 

Shauna Scott* 

Andrew Searle* 

Lorraine I. Seguin* 

Albin Shanley 

Cathy Sinclair* 

Gerry & Barbara Sinn 

Dr. Deb Slade 

Michael & Nance Smith 

Lorn Stanners, CPA & Linda Maul* 
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Katie & John Storey-Bishoff* 

Dorothy Stoutjesdyk* 

Brian & Heather Summers* 

Frank & Marna Taylor 

Don Throndson 

Adele Thurston & Timothy Kinniburgh 

Nikki & Steffen Toxopeus 

Audrey & Fred Tyrrell* 

Marvin & Carol Uchida 

Henriette van Hees* 

Jennifer Wan 

Doug Warren 

Edward Wiebe 

Mr. Chris & Mrs. Barb Wilkes 

Douglas & Jane Wilson* 

Orest & Gail Windjack 

Alison Wood* 

Ron & Shirley Young 

M. Yun* 

 
Supporter ($250-$499) 

Anonymous (29) 

A devoted donor 

Erum Afsar 

Airco Aircraft Charters Ltd. 

Karissa Anderson* 

Milton & Elnora Andre 

Heidi Christoph & James Archibald 

Danielle Arrand* 

David Arsenault & Marie-Josée Dupuis-Arsenault* 

Craig Aumann 

Jayme Baker 

Mr. Daniel Banister* 

Nicole Bartolay 

Stewart J. Behiels 

Ms. Victoria Bender 

Keith & Joyce Berriman* 

Chad Boddez 
 

Elisabeth Bodner* 

Donna Bonk 

Vivien & Richard Bosley 

Aimee Bourgoin 

Louise Bradbury & Ron Rooth* 

Loveth Bradley 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Broks 

Mr. Eric Buchmann 

Joan & Charles Buckley 

David Burzminski* 

Bonny Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. James Carlson 

Carol’s Quality Sweets Ltd.* 

Peter & Barb Carstensen* 

Beth Carter 

P & Y Chan* 

Sherman Chan* 

Joe Chapman* 

Jill Chipman 

Alice & Nestor Chumer 

Marian Clarke 

Douglas & Marietta Clement 

Karin Conradi 

Jean Cooley 

Joseph & Marilyn Cote-Dupuis 

Melissa Creech* 

Harold & Glenys Cuts* 

Kathleen H. Daintith* 

M. Davidson 

Bob & Cathy de Frece 

Jean Deschênes 

G & G Drechsler 

Ursula Duke* 

Julia Dytyniak 

Edmonton Community Development Company 

Jerrold Eilander* 

Phoebe Elliot & Steven Bromling 

Jane & Laurier Fagnan 

David Fekete* 
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Robert T. Fleming* 

Christine Ford* 

Bruce & Margaret Foy* 

Diane R. Gagnon* 

Bernadette Gasslein* 

Peter Gerbeth & Anna Gablenz* 

Don & Diane Gibson* 

Katherine Gibson* 

Pierre Giguere 

Paula Globerman* 

Charles & Ann Grant 

M. E. Haggerty* 

Mr. Keith Hamm 

Ray Hannley & Jean Lee 

Lois Harder & Curtis Clarke* 

David & Germaine Harvey 

Roberta Hawkes 

Chan & Lois Hawkins 

Terry Heisler* 

Patricia Hengel 

Leigh Hill 

Cheryl & Selwyn Hilner 

David & Judy Ho 

Martha Howson 

S.L. Hughes* 

Corinne Humbke 

Carol Jackson & Larry Bailer 

Stuart & Kathy Jackson* 

Randall Jackson 

Colleen & Douglas Jahns* 

Elizabeth & George Jakeway 

Hanne Jensen 

J.M. Johnston* 

Lisa Jullion* 

Andrea Jurgens 

Rick & Jan Kelly 

Nancy Kerr 

Mrs. Shirley Kirkpatrick 
 

Helen & Gordon Kirsch 

Lisa Kline 

David Koski 

Kyra & Walter Kubrak* 

Terrence Kulasa* 

Salma & Zaheer Lakhani 

Krysta Land 

Gordon & Urania Langford 

Sidney Simpson & Lou Lesperance* 

Ruth & Bob Lineker 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Lucas* 

Lorri Luchka* 

Janet & Bill Lywood 

Katie Mabbutt 

Beth & Muriel MacIntosh & Ken Stokes* 

Liane Madsen and Rocio Granados* 

Berniece Malone* 

Allyson Mandrusiak* 

Mary Masson* 

Mr. & Mrs. R.E. McCallum* 

Ken & Phyllis McFadden 

Joyce E. McGilvray* 

Melanie Cheek Financial* 

Nadja & Jalil Merali* 

Colette Miller 

Marla Miller 

Cecily Mills 

Dale & Laurie Nagel 

Lise Nicholson 

Jana Nigrin 

David Nixon & Lois LeVesconte* 

Anne Nothof 

Jennifer Oakes 

Tim Paetkau & Brent Nimalovitch* 

Alyssa Paterson* 

Joanne Pawluk 

Barbara & Randy Penney 

Marion Perrin 
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Corinne Petersen 

The Pick Family* 

Kirstin Jane Piehl* 

Fordyce & Patricia Pier 

Don & Brenda Quark 

Mr. Ken Regan 

Diana Remmer* 

Glenn & Sarah Ripley 

Chantal & Robert Ritcey* 

Rita Robertson 

Joan J. Rossall 

Ted Salter 

B & T Sawyer* 

Janet & Andrew Schalm 

Ms. Colleen Schalm 

Deb Schellenberger* 

Miriam Schnellert* 

Jim & Susan Schofield 

David & Ingrid Scott 

Michael Seniuk 

Margaret & Glenn Sharples 

Diane Shieron* 

Judy Sills* 

John Simpkin 

D. Skaret 

E. J. Sloane 

Michael & Barbara Smith* 

S & C Smith 

Doug & Noreen C Soneff 

Wendy Stasiuk 

Michael Stern 

The Stout Family* 

Julius & Jean Sult 

Darlene Sych 

Trena & Jon Taralson* 

Peter & Linda Taschuk 

Merle & Neil Taylor 

Bill Taylor & Marie Losier 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Terry 

Mrs. N. Tong 

Ken Tovell 

E. Townend 

D. Trithardt* 

Cheryl L. Ulledal* 

Meghan Unterschultz* 

Dr. D Rowe & A van der Klaauw 

Jean & Dennis Vance 

Doneida & Bill Vanderstelt 

Laura Vega* 

Evan Verchomin* 

Dr. D. Vick 

John & Barb Vrolijk* 

Bruce & Lori Walker 

Helen & Blair West 

Emily Westwood 

Ron & Diane Wilson* 

Don Wright* 

Neda Yamach & Robin Doyon* 

Margaret Zapf* 

Richard & Judy Zwicker* 

 
Thank you to the aforementioned individuals who play an 
invaluable role in bringing music to life for our community 
through their annual gifts. Donors who gave between July 
1, 2019 and June 30, 2020 are recognized in these pages 
for their support. 
 
 † Orchestra Circle gifts completely or partially endowed in 
perpetuity  
 
* Sustaining pledges 
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Staff Listing 
The following list acknowledges all the staff who contributed to the Winspear/ESO during the 2019/2020 fiscal year. 

 
Executive  
Annemarie Petrov,  
President & CEO  
  
Barb Wilkes, Executive Assistant & Board Liaison  
Nadja Merali, Executive Communications Officer  
Kyra Droog, Project and Communications Assistant  
 
Completion Project  
Wylie Stafford, Completion Project Manager 
Lana Walsh, Capital Campaign Manager   
Ally Mandrusiak, Executive Project Manager 
 
Brand & Experience  
Joyce LaBriola, VP Brand & Experience  
 
Hanna Choi, Director, Brand & Communications*  
Miriam Ayles, Business Intelligence Manager   
Konstantine Kurelias, Media Relations Officer  
Myles Bartel, Creative Services Lead  
Jenna Milne, Graphic Designer  
Sydnee Bryant, Acting Digital Marketing Manager  
Katherine Dalusong, Digital Marketing Manager*  
David Reynar, Director, Community Investment 
Allan Cabral de Sa, Brand & Experience Coordinator  
Adam Trzebski, Director Patron Development  
Jeffory Magson, Acting Associate Director of Patron 
Development  
Michelle Jones, Volunteer Manager and Patron Advisor  
Amanda Brace, Patron Advisor 
Kelsey Golas, Patron Advisor 
Roya Yazdanmehr, Patron Advisor  
Turlough Myers, Patron Advisor  
Christa Merrell, Patron Advisor  
Trena Taralson, Patron Relations Associate*  
Louise Bradbury, Donations Coordinator  
Leanne Persad, Director of Guest Experience  
Stacy Mitchell, Guest Services Manager*  
Salix Bell, Acting Guest Services Manager  
Zillur Rahman, Assistant Guest Services Manager  
Catherine Boissonneau, Client Services Ticketing Specialist  
Hannah Jarvis-Lingard, Client Services Ticketing Specialist  
Megan Fath, Guest Services Ticketing Coordinator  
Tasheena Syhatheb, Ticketing Guest Services  
Representative  
Jessica Bulger, Guest Experience Advisor  
Cody Ramsbottom, Venue Concierge 
 
 

Music & Engagement  
Alison Kenny-Gardhouse, VP Music & Engagement 
  
Rob McAlear, Artistic Administrator  
Terry Wickham, Live at the Winspear Producer  
Aaron Christopher Hawn, Librarian  
Graham Fast, Library & Artistic Assistant  
Amanda Banister, Associate Director of Musical Creativity  
Anne-Marie Switzer, Musical Creativity Program Coordinator  
D.T. (Dave) Baker, Musicologist & Interpreter  
Lauren Dykstra, YONA Lead Teaching Artist  
Nathan Chan, YONA Teaching Artist and Musical Creativity 
Associate  
Jacquie McNulty, YONA Site Manager  
 
General Management 
Alyssa Paterson, General Manager* 
 
Beth Hawryluk,  Director of Digital Operations  
Sandy Haslam, Systems Administrator  
Kirstin Piehl, Application Support Specialist  
Emilie Hebert,  Bookings Coordinator  
Jerrold Eilander, Orchestra Operations Manager  
Eric Filpula, Orchestra Personnel Manager  
Nate O’Neil, Project Manager  
Warren Bertholet, Head Lighting Technician  
Jonas Duffy, Head Audio Technician  
Mike Patton, Head of Stage Management  
Diana de Sousa, Client Services Manager  
 
Finance & Operations  
Brian Alguire, VP Finance & Operations  
 
Henry Choy, Controller  
Sandy Carter, Senior Accountant  
Shirley Chaytor, Payroll & Benefits Coordinator  
Minoo Ghaffari, Accountant  
Olena Kotova, Accountant  
Renato Ronabio, Plant Operations  
Jerry Sanchez, Custodial Services Supervisor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*on maternity leave 
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FWCM | ESS Board of Directors & Young Leadership Council 
 

Board of Directors 
 
 

Oryssia Lennie                                                  

Chair                                                  

Peggy Garritty                                                        

Past Chair 

David Yee                                                                                                             

Treasurer                         

Craig McDougall                                                   

Secretary/Legal Counsel    

Bill Blais                                                                

Director 

Sheryl Bowhay                                                      

Director                                 

Meran Currie-Roberts                                         

Director 

Rick Dowell                                                            

Director 

Robin Doyon                                                          

Director 

Sam Jenkins                                                           

Director 

Mark Moran                                                          

Director 

Maureen McCaw                                                  

Director 

Ronda Metszies                                                    

Director 

Lewis Nakatsui                                                      

Director 
 

Young Leadership Council 
 
 

Madeleine Stout 
Chair 

Armand Birk 
Member 

Anastasia Cipko 
Member 

Saoirse Cipko 
Member 

Drew Delbaere 
Member 

Matthieu Gauthier 
Member 

Geoff Li 
Member 

Christina Nawrot 
Member 

Rhiannon Nelson 
Member 

Micha Poworoznik 
Member 

Sukhmani Saggu 
Member 

Jenica Sinclair 
Member 

Katrina Tarnawsky 
Member 
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