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On the Cover: Symphony in the Square, held at Sir Winston Churchill Square, attracted 30,000 people over two days and nights in 
September 2023—an overwhelming success!  The free event’s accessible setting allowed many community members to enjoy a 
live symphony performance for the first time—38% of attendees had not experienced an ESO performance in the past. 

The Winspear Centre and Edmonton Symphony Orchestra graciously 
acknowledge that we reside on Treaty 6 Territory, the ancestral and 
traditional lands of the Cree, the Nakoda Sioux, the Dene, the 
Saulteaux, as well as the Métis and Inuit who have lived on and cared 
for these lands for generations. We acknowledge the Traditional 
Knowledge Keepers and Elders, both past and present, and are grateful 
for their contributions that helped keep this land beautiful and for 
sharing with us their rich artistic, musical and cultural traditions.  

We make this acknowledgement as an act of reconciliation. 
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Symphony in the Square, September 2, 2023.  

The Magical Music of Harry Potter, April 11, 2024.  
Engaged and appreciative 

audiences, inside and 
outside our venue. It’s why 

we do what we do. 
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The 2023/2024 
season for the 
ESO/Winspear 
Centre was 
defined by one 
word: 
transformation. 

For us, this has 
meant trying 
new things, 

evolving how we operate, and slowly reshaping our 
view of what it means to be an arts organization in a 
dynamic, changing world. And while transformation is 
challenging, it also yields unexpected rewards. We 
stewarded the organization to many high points this 
past season, emphasizing there is a place for 
orchestras, music, and live events in our current world 
and the local Edmonton community. Indeed, our role 
may be more important than ever.  

A new strategic plan for the Winspear Centre and 
ESO began to take shape in January 2024. Our 
purpose, to fulfill the human need to make and share 
music, remains unchanged and the new strategic plan 
provides a guide to fulfilling that purpose in a 
changing landscape. The plan is included as an 
appendix to this report.  

While we closed out the season with an expected 
financial deficit, we invested in our work to adapt and 
thrive in a constantly changing operating landscape. 

This included continued pandemic recovery and 
strategic investments in modernizing our acoustic and 
technical systems. We are confident our 
transformation efforts are moving the organization 
towards a sustainable future. 

The Winspear Expansion continued to take shape 
during the year, with the base building structure now 
completed. We are especially grateful to the 
Government of Alberta for committing an additional 
$12.8 million to the project, helping to significantly 
close the funding gap created by construction cost 
escalations precipitated by world events of the past 
few years. The Winspear Centre is now that much 
closer to fulfilling the ambitious musical vision of Dr. 
Francis Winspear over a quarter-century ago. Our 
organization is now readying for operations, and we 
look forward to welcoming the community into the 
completed Winspear Centre in 2026. 

Thank you to all the governments and granting bodies 
that provide generous support to our organization. 
Thank you to the dedicated Winspear & ESO teams, 
to the musicians in the orchestra, and to Annemarie 
Petrov for her continued leadership. And of course, 
thank you to our valued donors, sponsors, volunteers, 
fellow board members, and the Young Leadership 
Council for your inspiring generosity.  

Sam Jenkins, Chair, Board of Directors 

Sam Jenkins.  
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At the heart of our organization is its purpose: to 
fulfill the human need to make and share music. Over 
the 2023-2024 season, this belief was brought to life 
as we shared in the joy, celebration, and sense of 
community that only music can create. 

The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra celebrated its 
72nd season, and the Winspear Centre marked 27 
years as a cornerstone for artistic excellence in 
Edmonton. We deepened our commitment to making 
music accessible to all while creating moments that 
resonate far beyond the concert hall. 

Between June and September, our ESO was out in 
the community, sharing and celebrating music. ESO 
Outdoors brought free concerts to Devon, Fort 
Saskatchewan, Stony Plain, and Beaumont this year. 
Our four-day festival, Symphony at Snow Valley, 
(previously titled Symphony Under the Sky), held for 
the first time at Snow Valley Ski Hill proved we now 
have another viable outdoor venue.  

The ESO returned to Churchill Square for Symphony in 
the Square in September 2023, after a hiatus of eight 
years. Over two nights, we presented Disney in 
Concert: A Dream is a Wish to 30,000 people. 
Symphony in the Square was a resounding success, 
providing the first live orchestra experience for many 
who attended. Events like this, which see the 
community gather to share music on such a large 
scale create a lasting and positive community impact.   

The ESO extends special thanks to the City of 
Edmonton and our many other sponsors and partners 
for their support of our outdoor concerts with 
relocation funding while Hawrelak Park is under 
renovation. We look forward to presenting more 
accessible summer concerts in the community. 

 
Inside the Winspear Centre, we had a busy year even 
by pre-pandemic standards, with a full slate of rental 
and Live at the Winspear concerts, and an ESO 

season that 
saw many sold-
out houses and 
landmark 
events. There 
are simply too 
many musical 
highlights in a 
season to cover 
them all here, 

but a particularly proud moment for the ESO was our 
collaboration with the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra 
(CPO) for Alberta in Harmony: Moving Mahler. It was 
the first time our two orchestras have performed 
together since the Winspear Centre opened in 1997.  

 
Programming through the Tommy Banks Centre for 
Musical Creativity was in high demand this year, with 
many sold-out programs and long waitlists. The Youth 
Orchestra of Northern Alberta celebrated its 11th 
year, with 240 students accessing the benefits of free 
musical programming. Newer programs like “Musical 
Mornings” also grew in response to community 
demand.  

 
It takes a resourceful and tireless group of people to 
move our organization forward. Thank you to our 
orchestra musicians and leaders, including Cosette 
Justo Valdez, Michael Stern, and Robert Uchida, and 
the many local and visiting artists who have graced 
our stage and thrilled audience. To our dedicated 
Board of Directors, administration team and 
volunteers, our generous donors, sponsors and 
funding agencies – we simply couldn’t make the 
music we are so fortunate to share without you. 
Thank You.  

Annemarie Petrov, President & CEO 

Annemarie Petrov. 
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Our 2023/2024 Season was special in many ways. 
The orchestra reached the community in new outdoor 
venues in our summer season, collaborated with our 
old friends in the Calgary Philharmonic and the 
Edmonton Opera, featured international soloists and 
conductors, and 13 soloists from within the orchestra! 

Our concert series ranged from New Music, to Pops, 
to Education, to Classical Masterworks. Each series 
brought the ESO to new audiences and old friends 
with the excellence you expect from our orchestra.  

Our New Music series welcomed back our former 
Chief Conductor, Alexander Prior; our Resident 
Conductor, Cosette Justo-Valdes; and Daniel 
Bartholomew-Poyser. It was a joy to see this series 
begin to grow, featuring music written by Canadian 
composers, many with Edmonton connections! 

Our Pops series welcomed back an ESO and audience 
favourite, Jack Everly! I always love the old-school 
Hollywood sound Jack pulls from the orchestra. Music 
Director Emeritus, William Eddins, conducted a 
concert celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. Bill does this absolutely 
brilliantly, and the audience (and orchestra) was 
delighted! Of course, no Pops series would be 
complete without Bob Bernhardt, and we were 
thrilled to welcome him back to the podium many 
times this season. 

Our Education and Symphony for Kids series played 
for packed houses of kiddos hearing the ESO for the 
first time. We featured a show written by the 
marvellous conductor of the Edmonton Youth 
Orchestra, Michael Massey. Mr. Massey’s Heavenly 
Mozart program was a huge hit, and a great reminder 
of the wonderful work he and others do in musical 
education here in Edmonton! 

Our Masters Series included a huge range of 
repertoire – audience favourites, and pieces the ESO 
hasn’t performed in years. Michael Stern served as 
our Artistic Advisor for a second season, and led the 
orchestra in three magnificent concerts, including the 
Haydn Sinfonia Concertante featuring Ewald Cheung, 
Julie Hereish, June Kim, and Bianca Chambul – all 
members of your ESO!  

 
The collaboration with our friends in the Calgary 
Philharmonic was an uplifting and inspiring event. 
Playing Mahler’s Third Symphony, being part of the 
sound, sharing this monumental repertoire with our 
audience, and mostly feeling the humanity on-stage, 
was a truly incredible experience.  

 
Our dear colleagues, John McPherson (Principal 
Trombone) and Zoë Sellers (Second Violin) both 
retired at the end of the season after 41 and 39 years 
respectively. We wish them all the very best in their 
next chapters!  

Thank you,  

Robert Uchida, Concertmaster,  
The John & Barbara Poole Family Concertmaster Chair

Robert Uchida, Concertmaster. 

6



 
 

 

The ESO’s 23/24 season was my first season with the 
orchestra, and it was nothing short of amazing. There 
were many highlights that made the season very 
special for me, but three of the biggest highlights 
were Symphony in the Square: Disney in Concert, 
Alberta in Harmony: Moving Mahler, and Brahms’ 
Symphony No. 3 with guest artist Anthony Trionfo.  

Performing Disney in Concert for audiences of 
thousands, with Broadway calibre singers, movie 
projections and even fireworks, was a true spectacle. 
It’s the closest I’ve ever come to how I would imagine 
rockstars must feel! The vast reach and scope of this 
concert felt incredibly special, as it drew crowds of 
people from all over the city, a whopping 38% of 
whom had never been to an ESO concert before. It 
was community outreach at its finest, as well as 
incredible advertising for the symphony, and I hope 
that it inspires the ESO to do more shows like this in 
the future.  

Alberta in Harmony: Moving Mahler had a similar 
effect on the community, drawing people from all over 
Alberta. As a new member of the orchestra, I was 
already starstruck to be working in the ESO, but then 
to have the opportunity to perform such a colossal 
work in collaboration with another top-tier Canadian 
orchestra, all within my first few weeks on the job, 
had me practically pinching myself to make sure I 
wasn’t dreaming! Touring and performing in another 
city was also a thrill in itself, and to present the ESO 
to new audiences across the province gave me 
feelings of intense pride. I strongly believe that 
introducing the ESO to new audiences on a provincial, 
and maybe someday even a national, scale, whether 
through touring, making recordings, etc. is an 
exceptional way to advertise our excellence as an 
organization and as an orchestra to the broader 
Canadian public.  

As a flutist I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
Brahms’ Symphony No. 3, featuring guest flute soloist 
Anthony Trionfo performing CPE Bach’s Flute Concerto 
in D minor. I think it’s wonderful that the orchestra 
invites so many renowned guest artists and 
conductors from around the world to perform with us 
each season. It certainly keeps up on the world stage 
and draws crowds to our concerts. But I also think it’s 
excellent that the orchestra gives its own members 
opportunities to shine. The Music of Courage and 
Resistance concert was another example of this, 
which featured our musicians Ewald Cheung, Julie 
Hereish, June Kim, and Bianca Chambul as soloists. 
Concerts like this help our audience get to know and 
become fans of us as individuals, similarly to sports 
teams, and it demonstrates the excellence and pride 
in our own musicians. Anthony Trionfo invited Liz 
Koch and myself to perform his encore piece with him 
as soloists at the front of the stage, and that was an 
incredibly thrilling and special moment that I’ll never 
forget.  

Sarah Pollard,  
Assistant Principal Flute & Piccolo

Sarah Pollard, Assistant Principal Flute & Piccolo. 
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From Mahler to movie music, our resident artists play it all. They’re a team of 56 dedicated musicians who played a 
total of 86 ESO concerts during the season, engaging a combined total audience of more than 100,000. 
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The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra said goodbye to 
two musicians with more than 80 years of combined 
tenure with the ESO at the end of the 2023/24 
season. 

Zoë Sellers began her musical career in Edmonton 
with studies at age three. She played with the 
National Youth Orchestra of Canada before 
auditioning for the ESO in 1985 and winning a 
position in the 2nd violin section.  

Highlights of her 38-year career with the ESO include 
sharing the stage with Luciano Pavarotti, performing 
Mahler 8 with the Calgary Philharmonic, and the 
opening of the Winspear Centre in 1997. Tours with 
the ESO also stand out as favourite memories: the 
tour to Expo 86 in Vancouver; The Northern Tour in 
1994; and the ESO’s celebrated performance at 
Carnegie Hall. Many ESO audiences will remember 
Sellers’ tradition of bringing a fully lit mini Christmas 
tree onstage at holiday concerts to sit on the stage 
beside her chair. 

 

John McPherson, Principal Trombonist for 44 seasons 
is a native of Edmonton. Before joining the ESO, he 
played with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony, National Ballet of Canada Orchestra, and 
the Canadian Chamber Ensemble. 

At the ESO he served as a soloist, arranger, and the 
orchestra’s fourth Composer-in-Residence. The ESO 
performed eight of his compositions and at least 50 of 
his arrangements. In 2020, McPherson had his ESO 
conducting debut, leading a small ensemble in his 
“Concerto for Two Horns.” In addition to works 
composed for the ESO, he was commissioned by the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, I Musici de Montréal, 
Edmonton Recital Society, Debut String Quartet, and 
Northwestern Polytechnic (formerly Grande Prairie 
Regional College). His works have been performed by 
the ESO, Toronto Symphony Orchestra, I Musici de 
Montréal, Victoria Symphony Orchestra, Mark Fewer, 
Robert Uchida, Caroline Stinson, William Eddins, Lidia 
Khaner, Hammerhead Consort, NOWAge Orchestra, 
Chamber Orchestra of Edmonton, and the Debut, 
Beau, Polyphonie, and XIA string quartets. 

 

 

  

Zoe Sellers, Violin II. John McPherson, Principal Trombone. 
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ESO Outdoors, Symphony at Snow Valley, and Symphony in the Square 

The ESO’s 2023 summer season was filled with shared musical experiences that brought people together. It takes the 
ESO out of the concert hall and into communities in and around Edmonton. 

ESO Outdoors, initially a pandemic initiative led by 
our musicians, has become a key part of our summer 
season. Summer 2023 saw ESO Outdoors bring free 
concerts to Devon, Fort Saskatchewan, Stony Plain 
and Beaumont. These concerts were programmed 
with light and accessible classical favourites by well-
known composers like Handel, Mozart, and Bach. 
Attendance doubled from Summer 2022, a sign that 
that these concerts are becoming a beloved fixture in 
the Greater Edmonton Area. 

2022 marked the last year of Symphony Under the Sky 
in Hawrelak Park before a three-year park 
rehabilitation closure. In summer 2023, we piloted a 
replacement event at the Snow Valley Ski Club. 
Moving to a new location took great planning across 
our organization, and ultimately led to a resounding 
success. Audiences warmly received Symphony at 
Snow Valley over four nights and two programs, led 
by fan-favourite guest conductor Bob Bernhardt. 
Summer Favourites featured well-known selections 

from the light classics and pops repertoire, and 
Beethoven, Mozart & Mendelssohn featured the ESO 
debut of violin soloist Angela Ryu.  

Summer 2023 closed out with the return of the ESO to 
Churchill Square for the first time since 2016. 
Symphony in the Square presented Disney in Concert: 
A Dream is a Wish to a total audience of nearly 
30,000 people, far beyond expectations. Conducted by 
Bob Bernhardt, the concerts featured Broadway-
caliber vocalists performing Disney hits with film clips 
of the Disney shows projected on a screen. Thanks to 
generous support from the City of Edmonton and  
other funders, we provided a concert experience to 
many first-timers to the ESO—38% of attendees had 
never seen the ESO perform before. 

The overwhelming success of Symphony in the 
Square underscores the community's desire to hear 
professional music in an accessible setting. It was a 
beautiful reminder of the power of music to bring 
people together.

The audience at Symphony at Snow Valley. 
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The ESO’s indoor concert season included concerts across styles and genres for people of all ages, interests, and 
musical backgrounds.  

The season kicked off with two performances of Hans 
Zimmer: Phenomenal Film Scores to sold-out 
audiences. Next, we welcomed back Music Director 
Emeritus Bill Eddins to conduct the orchestra as well 
as play Olga, our Canadian-built harpsichord for 
Eddins Plays Bach.  

 
The enthusiastic reception to previous movie music 
concerts, and consistent passionate pleas to feature 
more film composers, led to the pilot of an unofficial 
movie music series this season. We featured the 
music of John Williams, Ennio Morricone, and James 
Horner, and three concerts of The Magical Music of 
Harry Potter. These concerts were popular and 
accessible, and brought new audiences to the ESO. 

 
November brought a very special concert to our hall. 
The co-production between the ESO and the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra of Alberta in Harmony: 

Moving Mahler marked the first time in 27 years that 
our two orchestras have performed together. The 
large force of musicians required to play Mahler's 
Symphony NO. 3 made it the perfect opportunity for 
collaboration – neither the ESO nor Calgary Phil have 
enough musicians on their own.  

Dubbed the "Ballad of Alberta," the sold-out Winspear 
concert audience included Albertans from Edmonton, 
Calgary, Grande Prairie, Athabasca, Bragg Creek, and 
other rural areas. We heard from many patrons that it 
was their first return to the symphony since the 
pandemic. It was a can't-miss event that strengthened 
the ties between our orchestras.   

 
The holidays are always a special time for ESO 
audiences. Audience favourite Handel’s Messiah 
returned once again featuring the Richard Eaton 
Singers; a program of traditional carols at A Lightly 
Classical Christmas; A Very Merry Pops featured vocal 

Members of the ESO and Calgary Phil at Moving Mahler, November 11, 2023. 
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soloist Dee Donasco; and Hollywood for the Holidays, 
returning for the second year.  

 
ESO Special A Tribute to Joni Mitchell welcomed 
acclaimed Canadian singer and songwriter Sarah 
Slean to perform orchestral Joni Mitchell 
arrangements by Grammy Award-winning artist Vince 
Mendoza. Artistic Advisor Michael Stern was at the 
baton for Stern Conducts Music of Courage & 
Resistance, a unique program that featured uplifting 
and reflective music composed in times of struggle. 
The Davis Concert Organ alongside the orchestra, was 
featured in a program aptly named The Organ 
Concert.  

 
Our New Music series provides a platform for living, 
female, Indigenous, LGBTQ+, and young artists and 
composers, with concerts curated by guest conductors 
and artists. New Music concerts highlighted 
collaboration, featuring artists and ensembles of 
other disciplines; Of Time and Flames featured spoken 
word poet Wakefield Brewster, and The Wolf of 

Lafontaine: Song & Dance welcomed Ballet Edmonton 
and Chronos Vocal Ensemble to the stage. Another 
unique collaboration, Celeigh Cardinal with the ESO, 
hosted Edmonton’s own folk-soul songstress for an 
evening of orchestral arrangements of her own music. 

 
There were many opportunities for children and 
families to engage with the ESO through our 
Symphony for Kids series and our Family Day 
Weekend concert, which featured a partnership with 
Classical Kids Live! for Gershwin's Magic Key.    

 
The season closer was a three-concert run of 
Marvelous Melodies: Dvořák’s Cello Concerto, 
conducted by Alain Trudel and featuring young 
Canadian cellist Stéphane Tétreault, as well as a 
composition by ESO Principal Trombone and past 
Composer-in-Residence John McPherson. This moving 
concert was a fitting conclusion to a season that 
highlighted the talent, culture, and vibrancy that 
Edmonton is lucky to call its own.  

 

  

Celeigh Cardinal with the ESO, April 26, 2024. 
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Our Volunteers play a vital role enhancing the concert and hospitality experience of all those who come through our 
doors. Together, they contributed more than 60,000 hours of volunteer service in 2023/24. Thank you, Volunteers, for 
all you do! 
 

 
Sam Jenkins, Chair  
Oryssia Lennie, Past Chair  
Craig McDougall, Secretary  
David Yee, Treasurer
Ravine Basahti Dirks, Director  
Sheryl Bowhay, Director  
 

Joanna Ciapka-Sangster, Director  
Ethan Filner, Director  
Kara Flynn, Director  
Robin Heard, Director 
Darren Jordan, Director  
Maureen McCaw, Director  

Ronda Metszies, Director  
Mark Moran, Director  
Lewis Nakatsui, Director
Joe Rosselli, Director  
Jia Wang, Director  
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The Winspear Centre & ESO volunteer program 
continues to grow at an exceptional rate. We now 
have 120 regular volunteers who supported the 
organization with 61,000 volunteer hours in 2023/24 - 
far above the national average of 50,000 hours in 
comparable organizations. Volunteers each served an 
average of over 200 hours, also above the national 
average.  

Volunteers support us at concerts by greeting patrons, 
handing out programs, staffing information tables, and 
making the Winspear a welcoming environment for our 
patrons. Our volunteer teams also take on specific and 
ongoing tasks including YONA, Music Box Babies, 
Musical Mornings, gardening, poster and flyer 
distribution, data entry/cleanup, marketing phone 
calls, donation appeal phone calls, and donation thank 
you calls. In fact, they made thousands, of phone calls, 
providing a valuable personal touchpoint between our 
organization and its many supporters. 

Our volunteers played an integral role staffing two 
casinos during the year which raised many thousands 
of dollars for the Winspear Centre/ESO. 

Our Summer Performance Season was also enabled by 
their support, including the vital role of ensuring public 
safety and controlling crowds at these large outdoor 
events. The volunteer hours at these concerts comprise 
more than half of the total hours given over the entire 
ESO season.  

Our volunteers are dependable, generous and zealous 
in their support for our organization. We’re now 
looking at more ways to harness their talents and 
abilities, as well as ways to create more community 
among members of this vital group. 

Ralphina McLeod, volunteering at Symphony in the Square, Sept. 2, 2023.  
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Responsive. Adaptive. Collaborative. Working every day to give the community great music, education and event 
experiences. Thank you to all the team members (full-time, part-time, and hourly) who contributed to our success in 
2023/24. 
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Ralphina McLeod, volunteering at Symphony in the Square, Sept. 2, 2023.  

On stage at Symphony in the Square, September 2, 2023. 
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Growing Our Audiences through Youth Engagement & Programs 

The Young Leadership Council (YLC) launched the ESO 
Encounters (EE) program in the 2023/24 season with 
great success. EE is a free membership program for 
patrons aged 18-35, to introduce them to the ESO and 
Winspear, and enhance their access to arts and 
culture programming. EE allows members to buy 
reduced price tickets to all ESO performances.  

The EE program attracted 300 members within its first 
month and over 750 members by the end of the year, 
far surpassing the YLC’s goal of 150 members. Among 
our 2023/24 season achievements:  

 Boosted Performance Attendance: 467+ 
tickets sold to 62 ESO performances; EE 
members bought 1061 tickets to Live at the 
Winspear and third-party events  

 Fostered Future Audiences: Early 20s and 
early 30s represent the largest EE member 
age demographic 

The YLC hosted events at the Winspear throughout 
the season including four pre-concert receptions and 

a Tour & Trivia Night. Efforts were supported through 
a $5,000 grant from the Alberta Civil Society 
Emerging Leaders Microgrant Program (ACSEL), 
funded by Canada Service Corps and supported by 
Volunteer Alberta. The YLC engaged conductors and 
musicians as guest speakers, promoted/partnered 
with local businesses, and earned presence in 
Edmonton media. The YLC will continue to host EE 
events next season and build positive relationships 
with the next generation of patrons and donors. A 
focus for the YLC will be to explore ways to introduce 
and instill the philanthropic spirit among EE members.  

The YLC said farewell to long-serving Co-Chair 
Rhiannon Nelson and YLC Advisor Michelle Luong, 
now succeeded by Kayla Bruce and Hannah Jarvis. 
Drew Delbaere continues to serve as Co-Chair 
alongside Kayla. The YLC thanks the ESO and 
Winspear staff for their continuous support, 
especially Micha Oostenbrink for her unwavering 
leadership and dedication. 

 

 

 

 

ESO Encounters reception, October 28, 2023, John Williams concert. 
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Behind the Scenes 

The focus in our beautiful performance hall is often 
the artists on stage. But behind the scenes, our 
production crew works tirelessly to ensure those 
artists shine. Two members of this crew, Head 
Lighting Technician Warren Bertholet and Assistant 
Lighting Technician Doug Radford, are retiring after 
25+ year careers with the Winspear.  

One thing Warren and Doug wanted to do before 
retiring was upgrade the critical parts of our lighting 
system - the console and the movers - and they’ve 
done just that. With the support of a Community 
Facility Enhancement Program grant, new movers and 
a console were installed that have elevated lighting in 
the venue beyond what was previously possible. 

A demonstration of our new lighting capability this 
season was 'Mothership' by Mason Bates, which 

incorporated moving lights to accentuate the 
electronic beat. Our audiences are not used to 
dynamic lighting, and the gasps were audible when 
the lighting flashed across the audience, timed 
perfectly with the beat drop. One audience member 
commented that the piece was "A real surprise – we 
always expect colour and verve from the ESO, but 
these program pieces appeared almost unknown to 
us, and each was exciting and deeply emotional, 
multi-sensory, and so pleasing." 

We thank Warren and Doug for their many years of 
combined service and wish them both a happy and 
fulfilling retirement! 

The ESO and Winspear Centre work in proud 
partnership with IATSE Local 210. 

 
 

 

Doug Radford, left; Warren Bertholet, right. 
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The Winspear Centre entered a new era of acoustic 
excellence in 2024 with the installation of a state-of-
the-art L Series loudspeaker system designed by the 
French professional audio manufacturer L-Acoustics. 
This exciting upgrade will modernize our concert hall's 
sonic capabilities, significantly enhancing the 
experience of audiences and performers. The brand-
new technology brings a whole new level of quality 
and performance to the Winspear Centre. 

Audio upgrades throughout our facility represent the 
most significant investment in professional audio 
equipment in our history. The Winspear Centre is 
grateful to Prairies Economic Development Canada for 
helping fund a portion of this milestone project. 

 
The L Series features the latest advancements in line 
array technology—a series of loudspeakers stacked 
on top of each other and facing slightly different 

angles to consistently cover a greater depth of field 
than a single speaker. L Series is a breakthrough 
concept in concert sound made possible through 30 
years of intensive research and development in 
software modelling, loudspeaker technology, and 
electronics. 

 
The L Series is the Winspear Centre’s third 
loudspeaker system since opening in 1997. It replaces 
the Meyer Sound M’elodie installed in 2007. That 
system was nearing end-of-life and struggling to 
remain above stage volume for many touring 
performances, preventing us from hosting certain 
high-amplification events.  

 
The Winspear is the first venue in North America to 
receive the L Series and the first venue in Canada to 
install the system. It will take the venue forward for a 

The new L-Acoustics L Series loudspeaker array, installed in the Winspear. 
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long time and can accommodate the sound needs of 
virtually every live performing act. 

 

The L Series is able to reach a maximum of 155 
decibels (dB). Most rock concerts measure between 
95 and 100 dB, while orchestra concerts measure 
between 70 and 85 dB. This means there is enough 
headroom to eliminate loudspeaker failure. As word 
spreads to the touring community, the L Series will 
attract other acts that want to use the new PA due to 
its high quality. 

The system also features L-Acoustics Panflex™ 
technology, which provides audio technicians with 
nuanced abilities to direct the shape of the sound 

coverage to match the audience, and an integrated 
cardioid feature, which will help artists and musicians 
hear precisely what they want to hear on stage 
without impacting the audience. 

These features result in a “natural” sound. Compared 
to similar products from other manufacturers, the L 
Series loudspeakers have minimal impact on sound as 
it travels from its source point, such as a voice or an 
instrument, to the ears of the audience via the PA.  
 

 

In addition to the L Series, the Winspear also 
purchased 51 loudspeakers and 17 subwoofer 
loudspeakers from L-Acoustics for the stage, 
orchestra loge, dress loge, orchestra terrace, choir 
loft, viewing room, control booth, control console, 
main lobby, and upper lobby. This equipment will 
enable a broader frequency range in loge seating, 
improve coverage and intelligibility for choir singers, 
and ensure all chamber rows are targeted with 
balanced sound from the PA. The coverage of the 
previous system started at approximately the fifth row 
of orchestra seating, which meant rows 1-4 primarily 
heard stage volumes. 

  
The L Series control panel.   
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Live at the Winspear presented 10 performances showcasing local and international artists to a total season 
audience of about 10,000 people. 

Audiences want to experience more of the Davis 
Concert Organ, Canada’s largest concert pipe organ; 
so, we created a series of four organ concerts 
featuring five renowned organists: Dennis James, 
Paul Jacobs, Mark McDonald, Jeremy Spurgeon, and 
Nathan Laube. 

Other performers included Edmonton-based singer-
songwriter Martin Kerr, whose local roots and 
dynamic stage presence have earned him a dedicated 
audience. Indigenous Canadian, two-spirit, Juno 
award-winning artist Jeremy Dutcher made his 
Winspear debut.  

Nova Scotian Celtic folk-rock group The Barra 
MacNeils kicked off the holiday season with a festive 
and multidisciplinary evening, joined by performers 
from the Brady Academy of Irish Dance.  

We also welcomed back Ukrainian folk group 
DakhaBrakha, who last performed at the Winspear in 
2019.  

Ontario folk-rocker Bahamas returned to the Winspear 
stage for another well-received concert. American 
folk-punk legends Violent Femmes made their 
Winspear debut to a sold out and enthusiastic 
audience.  

 

 

Winspear Centre hosted 65 rental events in 2023-24. These extended our reach within the community and brought 
over 43,000 people into our facility. 

The 2023/24 season saw the Winspear welcome back 
many annual rental clients, like the Salute to Vienna 
New Years concert (1,702 tickets sold), the University 
of Alberta, 5 Artists 1 Love, CRESCENDO, and the 
Richard Eaton Singers. Our long-standing clients are a 
joy to work with, and the strong relationships we 
have built ensure the success of their events.  

Strategic outreach efforts also led to new events in 
our building. Examples include Syrian-Lebanese duo 
Georges Wassouf & Wael Jassar, the Edmonton 

Chinese Community’s Spring Festival Gala, and a 
comedy performance by Zakir Khan, which was the 
first Winspear event in the Hindi language. ONES – 
The Beatles #1 Hits and the Royal Canadian Artillery 
Band’s free holiday concert Sounds of the Season, 
each sold 1,595 tickets.  

Our Events and Box Office teams rose to the hosting 
challenge with skill and enthusiasm. These events 
brought new audiences into the Winspear and helped 
forge wider community connections. 

 

 

An exuberant audience at Violent Femmes May 8, 2024. 
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The Tommy Banks Centre for Musical Creativity encourages people from all walks of life to discover the joy of music. 
It delivers musical arts enrichment programs that are catalysts for musical discovery and exploration. It saw 
continued growth and strong community demand for its programming in 2023/24. 

Highlights: 

194 sessions across 23 programs    /    32,566 total participants Hosted    /    22,000+ children on school field trips 

 
This new pilot concert series for toddlers sold out 
eight concerts with a total of 1,036 attendees. 
Families attended a casual performance in the Upper 
Lobby with host Ms. Kate, featuring members of the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra in instrument 
demonstrations, sing-a-longs, stories and movement.  

 
These met with extremely high demand; 12 nearly 
sold-out concerts were attended by 20,169 Division 
One and Two Students. Educators appreciated the 
opportunity for students to experience a live ESO 
concert that was age-appropriate and designed to 
support their learning goals. 

Junior High and High School students also had the 
opportunity to hear the ESO in a series of Open Dress 
Rehearsals. Over 980 students observed an ESO 
rehearsal with the help of a live blogger who shared 
insights into the program and rehearsal process. 

 
ESO players partner with school music teachers to 
support a class in composing and performing an 
original musical work. The program doubled in size 
during the year, with six Grade 4-6 classes and a total 
of 146 students from Edmonton and St. Albert. The 
students presented their pieces at the Winspear on 
May 7, 2024. 

 
These include bestseller Science of Sound, Inquiring 
Minds Sound School, Wee Ones at the Winspear, and 
Create Your Own Program. Family programs included 
Music Box Babies, running 10 classes per week from 

October to June with a total of 353 participants. 
Summer Camps were held in Violin, Flute, and 
Ukelele. “Orchestra Explorers” Spring Break Camp 
introduced 30 participants to all the instruments in 
the orchestra over the course of four days.  

 
The 2023 Young Composer, 16-year-old Ben Gartly, 
received a standing ovation when his piece, 
Redemption Sought, was performed by the ESO at the 
New Music Concert at the Winspear. Daniel Matoor, 
the 2024 Young Composer, will have his piece, Syrah, 
performed on the 24-25 ESO Season as the Young 
Composers Project heads into its 30th year.  

 
This collaboration with the Edmonton Flute 
Association featured a Masterclass with visiting artist 
Anthony Trionfo and six flute players from the 
community. The day also included workshops, a flute 
choir, performances and vendors. About 60 students 
attended a Prelude talk and ESO Concert featuring 
Anthony Trionfo the same evening.  

 
Post-concert Instrument Discovery activations were 
held as part of the ESO Pairings Series. Audience 
members tried instruments from String, Wind, Brass 
and Percussion families. These events were extremely 
well received, with patrons gathering in the lobby 
following performances. The Rusty Musicians “B-
Sides” and Summer Camp returned with a combined 
total of 69 adult non-professional musicians 
participating in music making in collaboration with 
ESO musicians. 
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Celebrating 11 Years of Mentorship 

YONA is where students develop their artistic voice, connection to music, and a sense of belonging within the YONA 
community. It supports students and families from priority neighbourhoods & communities, actualizing the ESO’s 
mission to create positive community impacts. Its 2023-24 season saw continued growth with 240 students served, 
opportunities to come together, and mentorship of emerging musicians. 

YONA 2023/2024 Quick Facts: 

72 new students welcomed   /   5 YONA sites   /   10 YONA performances 

 
Junior (new students) spend their year learning 
instrument fundamentals in dedicated group 
instruction time. 

Community Orchestra (intermediate orchestra) 
students from our three school-based sites assemble 
monthly for Tutti (combined) rehearsals. The number 
of Tutti rehearsals increased this year by more than 
double – these are a wonderful opportunity for 
intermediate students to mentor each other and build 
connections. 

La Bruyère Orchestra (senior orchestra) students 
rehearse weekly in the lobby of the Winspear Centre.  

 
Mentorship occurs in the classroom, at rehearsals and 
performances, and in everyday YONA moments. Over 
the years, YONA Alumni have given back to the YONA 
community by returning to support current students. 
Through mentorship, all students (mentees and 
mentors alike) gain confidence in themselves in a 
mutually supportive environment.  

 

 

 

 

Nathan Chan teaching YONA students. 
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The Francis Winspear Centre for Music is transforming from a world-class concert hall into a community music centre 
for everyone. The completed Winspear Centre will realize the vision of Dr. Francis Winspear by becoming a true 
cultural hub for Northern Alberta—a place where artists, families, youth and community groups gather to make and 
share music.  

 
This is the jewel of our expansion – a 550-seat, state-
of-the-art performance space that matches the 
acoustic standards of our existing hall, while meeting 
the needs of a more diverse range of performers and 
cultural organizations.  

 
The Winspear Expansion will also feature 
multipurpose community spaces, a purpose-built 
classroom, and accessible indoor and outdoor 
programming spaces that will be alive with activity 
every day.  

 
Edmontonians can now see the base building 
structure rising on 97th Street next to our long-
standing concert hall. The free-standing Music Box 
structure is finished, completely isolated from sound 

and vibration through neoprene pad suspension 
technology. 

Next to be completed are the renovation of the 
original Winspear Studio, and the construction of a 
purpose-built education classroom within the existing 
facility. Access to these spaces is expected beginning 
in late 2025. 

 

 
Expansion Capital Campaign 

o $12.8M allocated to the project in the Government of Alberta’s Budget 2024 
o $1.6M supplement from the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund 
o Capital Campaign silent phase now complete; public campaign launched August 2024  

Construction Milestones 2023-24: 

o Glass installation: almost complete 
o Structural steel for Music Box catwalk: in place 
o District Energy Plant: complete and transferred to EPCOR 
o Underground Parkade: complete 
o Gala Lift retractable seating system: arrived and ready for installation 
o Seat replacements & enhancements to existing concert hall: complete 

 

 

  

Artist’s rendering of new outdoor plaza 
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GRATITUDE REPORT
Thank you to everyone who 

contributes to our work fulfilling the 

human need to make and share 

music. This report celebrates the 

people and organizations who have 

contributed philanthropic gifts, 

funded, or sponsored our work. This 

support includes sustained pledges, 

contributions to an endowment for 

our benefit, and gifts to our capital 

campaign. Donors who gave 

between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 

2024, are recognized in these 

pages for their support. We strive to 

acknowledge everyone 

appropriately; if you notice any 

errors or omissions, please contact 

Alex Draper at 

adraper@winspearcentre.com. 

Orchestra Circle Diamond 

Members ($25,000+) 

Allard Foundation 
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City Lumber Corporation 

Edmonton Civic Employees 
Charitable Assistance Fund 

Bruce Hagstrom & Sheila Greckol 

Mark & Nancy Heule 

Brenda & Glen Kemp 

Steven & Day LePoole 

Bev Martin 

Al & Fran Olson 

Dave & Michele Rumbold 

Jo-Anne & Jack Watt 

Don & Kim Wheaton 

AFA Arts Presenting 

Estate of Luis Arrese 

ATB Securities Inc 

Canada Council for the Arts 

Canada Cultural Investment Fund 
for the ESS 

Canadian Heritage Canada Arts 
Presenting Fund 

Canadian Red Cross 

City of Edmonton 

Edmonton Arts Council 

Edmonton Symphony Endowment 
Fund at the ECF 

Edmonton Symphony Society Fund 
at the ECF 

EPCOR 

Government of Alberta 

Government Of Canada 

Hawrysh Lukianchuk Family Fund 

Lexus of Edmonton 

MNP LLP 

Moffat Family Fund at the ECF 

Overhead Door Company of 
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Robbins Foundation Canada 

SMS Equipment Inc 

Winspear Fund 

Anonymous 

Dr. Lorraine Bray & Jim Carter, OC 

R. D. & Muriel Haryett

La Bruyère Fund 

Art & Mary Meyer 

Maggie Mitchell 

Elisabeth Muhlenfeld 

Kathy Pearson 

Jane Squire Howden 

Scott & Kathy Watson 

Orchestra Circle Platinum 

Members ($10,000 - $24,999) 

Rae & Carol Allen 

Dr. Gail Andrew 

Dr. Len & Barb Bistritz 

Drs. Carol & David Cass 
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Eric & Kathy Newell 

Sean Robitaille 

Arnold & Grace Rumbold 

Angus & Heather Watt 

Linda M. Youell 
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Baher Family Fund at the ECF 
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Children's Programming Fund at the 
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CN Foundation 

David & Janet Bentley Family Fund 
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Detheridge Family Fund 

Giftfunds Canada 

Government of Canada: Canada 
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Sorrell Financial Inc. 
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Stollery Charitable Foundation 
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Travel Alberta 

WCPD Foundation 

Anonymous 
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John Cameron 
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Bob & Bev McNally 

Judy Milton 

Mr. Paul Roffel 

Dennis & Joyce Vass 

Barry & Valerie Walker 

Orchestra Circle Gold 

Members ($5,000 - $9,999) 

Darlene Acton 

Larry & Janet Anderson 
Philanthropies 

Winifred Blades 

Phyllis Clark 

Sam Jenkins 

Paul Melançon 

Karen Mills-Might 

Josh & Michele Miller 
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Shauna Miller & James Gillespie
Bryan & Linda Reed 

Maryann & Mitch Sabourin 

Megan & Georg Schmolzer 

Marshall & Debby Shoctor 

Elsbeth von der Burg 

Betty Young 

Sandra Young 

Beaumont Society for The Arts 

BMO 

Burke Group of Companies Ltd. 

Butler Family Foundation Catherine 

Field & Kevin Lewis Fund Chartwell 

Retirement Residences Darrel & 

Edith Martin Family Fund David 

Aplin & Associates Inc Downtown 

Business Association of Edmonton 

Eberlein Family Charitable 

Foundation 
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Filipkowski Fund 

Government Of Alberta CAJG 

Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel 

Ltd 
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R. J. Nelson Family Foundation 
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Foundation 

Rotary Club of Edmonton Chateau 
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Stantec Consulting Ltd. 

Westin Edmonton 

Anonymous (4) 
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Roger Delbaere & Lynette Husum 

CR & Del Dilkie Fund 
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Tim & Nancy Muzyka 

Lewis & Lindsay Nakatsui 
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Peter Rausch & Heather Hogg 

Allen & Myrna Snart 

Dr. P.J. White & Ms. Patty Whiting 

Jim & Sandy Wishloff 
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Heather-Jane Au 

Glen & Susan Binnington 

Julia Boberg 
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Joan S. Clark 
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Raymond Lai & Renee Thompson 

Mary Lister 
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Craig T. McDougall, KC & Catherine 
A. Workun, KC

Blair & Lorna McPherson Family 
Fund 

Catherine Miller & Len Dolgoy 

Elaine Warick & Jim O'Neill 

Eric & Elexis Schloss 

Curtis Strobeck 

Andrew & Nancy Whistance-Smith 

David & Leah Yee 

Ralph & Gay Young Family Fund at 
the ECF 

Adams Family Foundation 

Alberta Music Industry Association 

Arnie O'S Fund 

Clean Trace 

D'Addario Foundation 

Earl Clements Fund 

Fort Devon Developments Ltd. 

Greta YEG 

Peter & Dorothea Macdonnell Fund 
at the ECF 

Rotary Club of Edmonton Glenora 

St David's Welsh Society of 
Edmonton 

The Fort Distillery 

Anonymous (3) 

Alstad Family 

Barbara Batoni 

Chereda Bodner & Nick Trovato 
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David Cheung 

Sarah Cooper & Doug Wylie 

Sandi Darrell 

Wendy & Doug Davey 

Roberta & Norman Hanson 

Ernest Howe 

Maurine Johnson 

Dr. Donald & Mrs. Christina Jolly 

Ralph & Debbie Klein 

Bohdan Korbutiak 

Donna Krucik 

Mr. Aaron Lewis / Vidéo Drive 

Ward Mabbutt 

Stephen & Lynn Mandel 

Maurine Maslen 

Laurie & Dave McInnes 

Mr. Colm & Mrs. Lynda O'Carroll 

Annemarie Leenhouts-Petrov & 

Paul Petrov 

Kate Rich & Bruce Laverty 

David & Carin Routledge 

John Schiel 

Midge Smolyk 

Kathleen Tomyn 

John & Carol Wodak 

John, Yvonne & Jillian Yamamoto 

Leon & Vonnie Zupan 

Orchestra Circle Bronze 

Members ($1,500 - $2,499) 

Jon & Marilyn Been 

Marion Boyd 

Diana de Sousa 

Colin & Lila Eicher 

David & Rachel Ferro 

Norma Harper & Tom Mowat 

Robin & Karey Heard 

Norman L. Hill 

Richard Isaac & Rosie Dransfeld 

Barbara Koshman 

Margaret Lair 

Mary Jo Mather 

Michael Phair 
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Zoe Sellers 

Joyce & Carl Simonson 

Maryann Walker in memory of Dr. 
David Cook 

Jia Wang 

Neil & Jean Wilkinson 

Ruth Wolfe & Ken Gordon 

ATCO Employees Participating in 
Communities 

Carson Fund 

Crescent Hill Fund 

Herman & Elly de Jongh Fund at 
the ECF 

Andy & Marianne Elder Fund 

Geraldine Cecilia Riley Fund 

Lammerink Family Fund 

MacKay Family Fund 

R.L. Darr Project Consulting Ltd

Rotary Club of Edmonton Riverview 

Stony Plain Developments Ltd. 

Westerra Estates 

Westpark Land Company Ltd. 

William Huff Advertising Ltd. 

Anonymous (6) 

Jo-Anne Anderson 

Diana M. Bacon 

Karen Bidniak 

Barbara G. Blackley 

Florence Borch 

Marion & Elmer Brooker 

Janet G. Brown 

Ana & Paul Chrzanowski 

Jean Cooley Capital Fund at the 
ECF 

Frances Coughlan 

Jane & Allan de Caen 

Dennis & Doreen Erker 

Earl Evaniew, KC & Sandra 
Kereliuk 

Rose Ginther & Eric Fadden 

Mr. Jim Fleming 

Geoffrey & Kathryn Frisby 

Peter & Astrid Griep 

Mr. Keith Hamm 

George & Ann Hammond 

Christopher Head 

Cori & Jeff Henkelman 

Glen & Judy Heximer 

Carol Jackson & Larry Bailer 

Karen Johnson 

Ken & Kathy Knowles 

Mr. David & Mrs. Tamara Linklater 

Marie Losier 

MacLean Clan 

Glen A. Mead, CIMA & Joanne 
Mead 

Carole & Ronald Middleton 

Farrel Shadlyn K.C. & Lisa Miller 

Stephen & Lynne Murgatroyd 

Drs. Lynne & Gerry Paradis 

David & Tikker Percy 

Leonard Ratzlaff 

Bruce & Wendy Rieck 

David & Rachel Ross 

Marianne & Allan Scott 

Shauna Scott 

Lynne & Doug Sigler 

W. Dale Somerville

Ms. Elizabeth Tkachuk 

Allan & Melissa Toledo 

Mr. Alex Pagnotta 

Gifts made in Memory or in 

Honour of 

Karen Abrahamson 

Delburt Affleck 

Roy Arcand Sr. 

Leslie Blackburn 

Ben & Kris Blatz 

Colleen Campbell 

Jean Crittall 

Margaret Deck 

Marian Duchnij 

Emilie J Dupuis 

Megan Evans 

Karen Fingas 

Mark Goldblatt 

Allene Hackleman & Annemarie 
Petrov 

Rowan Harrowgate & Sacha McCoy 

Don Howden 

Bill Howson 

Amanda Jean 

Riley & Charmaine Klassen 

Michael Langlands 

Agnes Victoria Lovsin 

Rhonda McEachen 

Ernie McMullen 

Rudolf Melnychuk 

Rhonda Metzies 

My mother, organist & teacher 

Philip Nguyen 

David Nixon 

Margaret Mary O'Malley 

Alvin Palmer 

Rosemarie Panchuk 

Paterson-Torgalson Family 

Riley-Reign Peterson 

Jillian Petrosky 

Karen Preston 

Paul Preville 

Leonard Ratzlaff 

Esta Richardson 

Viola Hawley Robitelle 

Jim Rovensky 

Richard Schnieder 

Morris Shalagan 

Chris Skaggs 

Robert Wm. Smith 

Alexandra Stout 

Pat Sturges 

Ernest Townend 

Tina Turner 

Lorene Turner, Toscha Turner, & 
Jon 

Dave & Doris Usher 

Jia Wang 

Joan Wilson 

Marilyn Woodruff 

Advocate ($1,000 - $1,499) 

Richard & Barbara Bergstrom 

Lorne & Myrna Howell 

Barry & Marcia Hunt 

Kelvin Jones 

Doris Kent & John McIvor 
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Cherie Langlois-Klassen 

Cheryl McCartney 

Sherry Noyes 

K. Patriquin 

Dr. Martine Roy 

Wayne & Tabea Schiewe 

Lorraine I. Seguin 

Leonard & Ruby Swanson 

Carla Zohar 

Arctic Chiller 

Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra 

Koinonia 

Refine Renovations 

Scotia Bank 

Anonymous (13) 

Jennifer Addison & Darren Johnston 

Karen & Craig Banks 

Bruce & Carol Bentley 

Don & Renee Bliss 

Mr. John & Mrs. Karen Bozocea 

William. & Rita Brese 

David Burnett 

Rita & Charles Burns 

Cable Family Community 
Endowment Fund 

John Dea 
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Mr. Jeff Dirks 

Roger A. Dixon 

Fath Group/O'Hanlon Paving Ltd. 

Deborah Fisher 

Treena Gish 

Ray Hannley & Jean Lee 

Denise & Michael Harmon 

Patricia Hartnagel 

Robert Hawkins 

David & Cathy Higgins 

Leroy & Barbara Hiller 

Barbara Ireland 

Georg & Monika Josi 

Carol Anne Kushlyk 

Michael & Priti Laderoute 

Ruth & Bob Lineker 

Barbara Lockert 

Douglas F. Lovsin 

Lauren Lucid 

Mrs. Kim C. & Linda MacKenzie 

Rod & Elaine MacLeod 

The MacMillan Family 

Sandy McClellan 

Averie & Carman McNary 

Hugh McPhail & Yolanda van 
Wachem 

Catherine Melnychuk 

Mrs. Kelsey Mikkelsen 

Dave & Sandy Mowat 

Lise Nicholson 

Anne Nothof 

Joan O'Shea 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Papp 

Ann Parker 

Mrs. Doreen Preville 

Mr. Martin J. Redman 

Pierrette Requier 

Mr. Ian W. Reynolds 

Angèle & Jacques Richer 

Mr. Reese C. Rolheiser 

Joe Rosselli 

Glenna Russell 

Janet & Andrew Schalm 

Bob & Val Teskey 

Pat Tibbles 

James Turnbull 

Drs. Joan & Bob Turner 

Rena White 

Joe Yurkovich 

 

Contributor ($500 - $999) 

Darcie Acton & Nelson Lutz 

Bert & Olga Almon 

Audio Ark 

Mike & Amanda Banister 

André Giasson 

Charles & Ann Grant 

Paul & Win Greenwood 
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Sharon & Allan Kerr 
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Ferguson 
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MacMillan 

David & Paula Onderwater 
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Alyssa Paterson & Eric Torgalson 

Carol Pawlenchuk 
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Mrs. Charlotte Quelch 

Helen Resta 
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Renato Ronabio 

Kayla Shoctor 

Michael Smith 

Dorothy Scott-Stoutjesdyk 

David & Cheryl Vinge 

Anne & Jim Westervelt 

Mr. David & Carey Organ 

Allaine Fund 

Namaste Charitable Account of 
Strategic Charitable Givi 

Telus Corporation 

Anonymous (23) 

Dr. Craig Aumann 

Ravine Basahti 

Alex Beis 

Loreen & James Belovich 

Anne Blatz 

Michael & Angie Bogner 

Ms. Marcella K. Boyle 

Paddy Brine 

Linda Brownlee 

Frank Calder 

Mr. Nicholas Chan 

Jean-Anne Davey 
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John Day & Margaret Bateman 

Drew Delbaere 

Randy Diamond Fund at the ECF 

Mr. Paul J. Dowie 

Batman (C.K.) 

G & G Drechsler 

Mr. Darcy Ennis 

Ms. Jamie Fleese 

Ruby & Dave Geake 

W.E. Greer Ltd. 

Alice Harrison 

Chan & Lois Hawkins 

Judith Hayman 

Gerhard & Madeleine Henkemans 

Mr. Brent Hesje 

Lance Holmstrom 

Tim & Corinne Humbke 

Cynthia & Scott Jeffrey 

Louise Jensen 

Dwayne Johnson 

Loretta Klarenbach 

Jill Konkin 

Jody Kootenay 

Michael Kwan 

Maggie Laing 

Dr. Zaheer & Hon. Salma Lakhani 

Gordon & Urania Langford 

Shannon & Lionel Larcombe 

Katie Mabbutt 

Mrs. Anne-Marie MacDonald & Mr. 
Tom Flanagan 
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Alan Mather 

Mr. Ian McCrum 

Christine Mercier 

Marla Miller 

Marie Montgomery 

Dr. Elisa Mori-Torres 

Mr. Ian Newman 

Hanh Nguyen 

Robert J. Normand 

Esther Ondrack 

Donna & Daniel Orobko 

Antoine Palmer 

Leslie & Rick Penny 

Fordyce & Patricia Pier 

Al & Karen Robertson 

Mr. Al Scherbarth 

Lydia R. Shalagan 

Mrs. Charissa Shine 

Gerry & Barbara Sinn 
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Fiona Stevens-Guille 

Mr. Douglas Stollery 

Karsten Sturmay 

Jean Sult 

Maria Sung 

Neil & Merle Taylor 

Donald & Cathy Throndson 

Adele Thurston & Timothy 
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Gary & Sue Trigg 

Francis Price & Hon. Marguerite 
Trussler 

Bob & Barb Walker 

Dorothy & Doug Warren 

Emily Westwood 

Donald White 

Orest & Gail Windjack 

 

Friend ($100 - $499) 

Karissa Anderson 

Lorna Anton 

Renée & Ben Arlow 

Danielle Arrand 

David Arsenault & Marie-Josée 
Dupuis-Arsenault 

D & L Banister 

Myles Bartel 

Andrew & Susan Benkovich 

Jeanne Boer 

Joan & Charles Buckley 

Lorraine & John Caldwell 

Bill & Pat Campbell 

Mr. Lee C. Canoa 

P & Y Chan 

Sherman Chan 

Joe Chapman 

Hanna Choi, Anthony Valente & 
Ewan Valente 

Nancy & Lance Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Cockrall 

Joseph & Marilyn Cote-Dupuis 

Margot Crane 

B. Lynn Danforth 

Margaret Davidson 

Mr. Ater Deng 

Vanessa Desa 

Jean Deschênes 

Colleen Dibden 

Trevor & Bernadette Dodd 

Ursula Duke 

Ms Michele Eickholt & Dr Lee 
Green 

Jerrold Eilander 

Adrienne & Darren Eymundson 

Sithara Fernando 

Robert T. Fleming 

Ruth & Joshua Fortier 

Peggy Garritty 

Bernadette Gasslein 

Peter Gerbeth & Anna Gablenz 

Katherine Gibson 

Mary Ellen Haggerty 

Donna Hamar 

Miss Lori J. Haracsi 

Mr. A.P. Hazen & Ms. Megan 
Collins 

Terry Heisler 

Cathryn Heslep 

Ms. Amanda Hill 

Deborah Hoekstra 

Jeffrey Hoyem 

Adria Jackson 

Stuart & Kathy Jackson 

Ernie Jacobson 

Colleen & Douglas Jahns 

Barbara Jamieson 

Catherine Janke 

Jegelka-Muench Family 

J.M. Johnston 

Peter Kannu 

Brian & Seaneen Kropf 

Lorne & Joan Langman 

Ruth Laseur 

Steven & Kathy Lavery 
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David Lawrence 

Steve Lenarduzzi 

Susan Lent 

Rick & Brenda Leyland 

Helen Lightfoot 

Wolfram Linnebach & Xiuli Yu 

Nancy Lopushinsky 

D. M. Lunn 

Ms. Michelle Luong 

Beth & Muriel MacIntosh & Ken 
Stokes 
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Berniece Malone 

Allyson Mandrusiak 

Genevieve Marshall 
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Elaine & Rolston M. McCallum 

Elly McHan 

Mark & Alana Moran 
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Turlough Myers & Krystal Moss 

Elizabeth A. Nett 

Chelsea O'Neill 

Catrin Owen 

Tim Paetkau & Brent Nimalovitch 

Lois Pawl 

Leanne Persad 

The Pick Family 

Doreen & Reiner Piehl 

Michaelene Poworoznik 

Ms. Leanne Regehr 

Diana Remmer 

Alberto Reyes 

Neil & Lynn Robertson 

Rita Robertson 

Doug & Kathy 

Ingrid & Steve Rose 

Mrs. Chiarina Rosin 

Ms. Amber Ruben 

Robert Sabulka 

William & Susan Sadler 

Nadia Salvaterra & Mark Prins 

B & T Sawyer 

Deb Schellenberger 

Miriam Schnellert 

Bert & Hendrica Schouten 

Magda Schouten 

Shauna Scott 

Andrew Searle 

Sandi Sherman 

Lynette Shultz 

Sheila Sirdar 

Norman & Mary Jane Skretting 

Sandra Smith 

Miss Ellen V. Smith 

Barbara & Michael Smith 

Norman & Kathie St. Arnaud 

Lorn Stanners, CPA & Linda Maul 

Jane Staveley 

Sheila & Michael Steger 

The Stout Family 

Miss Madeleine Stout 

Jenny Stuart 

Glen Svenungard 

Noella Sych 

Trena & Jon Taralson 

Mrs. Teddi Taylor 

Denise Thomson 

D. Trithardt 

Lorene Everett Turner 

Norm Turtle 

Cheryl L. Ulledal 

Ms. Kyla Valens 

John & Barb Vrolijk 

Bruce & Lori Walker 

Jane Walker 

Peter Wei & Jennifer Chan 

Odion Welch 

Karen Wilke 

Chris Wilson 

Ron & Diane Wilson 

Yoko Wong 

Lorraine Woollard & Mitch Davidson 

Don Wright 

Mary Wright 

Jerome & Cintia Yager 

Roya Yazdanmehr 

M. Yun 

Margaret Zapf 

Richard & Judy Zwicker 

Allfour Technology Enterprises 

Harmony Fund At The ECF 

Zero31 Corp. 

Anonymous (153) 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Aaron 

Roger Abbott 

Jenny Adams 

Gail Adamson 

Ms. Janice Agrios 

Ms. Gabrielle Albrecht 

Brent Aleksiuk 

Jasmine Allen 

Bruce & Cynthia Allison 

Anne Anderson 

Natnael Z. Araya 

Lorna L. Arndt 

Miss Bernice Asiedu-Ampem 

Mrs. Wendy & Mr. Ken Bagnall 

Miss Salamwit F. Bahta 

Jacqueline & Arden Banasch 

Brenda Barber 

Lorelli Barbutza 

Deborah Barnes 

Rose Marie Basaraba 

Donna Baskier 

Jason Baskier 

Annette & Maurice Bastide 

Jeanna & Kirsten 

Gloria Bauer 

Laurie J. Bayda 

Judith Beach 

Barbara Belch 

Ruth Belford 

Alan & Alice Bell 

Mr. & Mrs R. J. Bell 

Maureen Bell 

Tricia Bell 

Raynold Benterud 

Janet Berezowsky 

Mrs. Helene Berg 

Nora & Bob Bernhardt 

Mr. Matthew M. Best Sr 

Elaine P. Betchinski 

Ronald Biel 

C & W Binnema 
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Ms. Lucille Birkett 

Bill Blais 

Janet Bland 

Bonnie Bokenfohr 

Mike & Annette Boorman 

Alicja & Henry Borowski 

Eva Borsato 

Perla Bourdon 

Loveth Bradley 

Bev & John Brennan 

Carleen Brenneis 

Kegan Briffa 

Chris Brown 

Lori Brown 

Suzanne Brown 

Lexi Bruseker 

Jeff Bryson 

Charles Buffone 

Robert R. Burch 

Judy Burke 

Liudmyla Burlaka 

Mr. Ian & Ms. Hazel Burn 

Fred Buss 

Angela L. Bzdel 

Lorraine Cabaj 

Arlene Callin 

Greg & Carol Cameron 

richard cameron 

Anne & Peter Campbell 

Ms. Carolyn L. Campbell 

Craig Campbell 

Edith Captain & Gary Pears 

Mr. & Mrs. James Carlson 

Evelyn Carson 

Peter & Barb Carstensen 

Beth Carter 

G. Carter 

Peter A. Carter & Eileen Kuhl 

Kathy & Bill Carter 

Gloria Chapman 

Kerri Charest 

Janet Cheeseman 

Mr. Anthony Chow 

Ms. Kimberly Chow 

Heidi Christoph & James Archibald 

Donna Claerhout 

Gary Clark 

Harrison Clark 

Denise Clarke 

Cathy Clement 

Guy Cohoon 

Joseph & Marta Collier 

Carmelle & Dean Cooper 

Reba Cornwall 

Matt Corrigan 

Stuart & Sue Cowen 

Ethel & Phillip Crittenden 

Laurel Crouse 

Pat & Luxie Crowe 

Valerie Cudmore 

Desiree Currie 

Cathy Cyr 

Nadine Cyr 

Ken & Cheryl Danchuk 

Dr. Matthew Danchuk 

Kathleen R. Davies 

Louise Davis 

Miss Emily de With 

Fred Debre 

Sheila Dechant 

Decore Holdings Inc. Decore 
Holdings Inc. 

James Delaney 

Jane Demchuk 

Coleen & Gordon Dennis 

Heidi A. Diamond 

Kourosh Dinyari 

Christiana Dizon 

Trudianne Dolman 

Mr. Mark D. Doram 

Ms. Sharon Downs 

Richard & Marjie Drewry 

Susan Driver 

Mona Duckett 

Sylvia Duffus 

David M. Duggan 

Francis & Muriel Dunnigan 

Tim Eckert 

Jim Edwards 

Marshall & Ardis Eliason 

Kathleen Elliott 

Barbara Ellis 

Patricia Elzinga 

Virginia El-Zorkany 

Mr. Greg Engel 

Kara Jean 

Joe & Bonnie English 

Martin & Tricia Enokson 

Dr. Jonathan Eustace 

Jane & Laurier Fagnan 

Dr. Abboud Fahoum 

Dawn Fargey 

Murray & Kathleen Faris 

Ivan & Ksenia Fedyna 

Kelsey Fellows 

Martin & Peggi Ferguson-Pell 

Jean Filewych & Albaro Barrios 

Alvin Finkel 

Dr. Juli Finlay 

Mr. Piero Fiorini 

Juanita Flesher 

Mr. Dan Fouts 

Silvia Franzese 

Annie Friedel 

Ralph Friederichsen 

Lynn Frier 

Vincent & Ruth Friesen 

Mr. Peter Frigon 

Mr. Colin Gann 

Stephanie Gardener 

Rosemarie Garvey 

Patricia Gibbon 

Claire & Murray Gibney 

Marnie Giesbrecht & Joachim 
Segger 

Ann Goldblatt 

Mrs. Judy Goldsand 

Juni Gonzales 

Marie Gordon 

L. Neil Gower, Q.C. 

Mr. David Grabski 

Hans Granholm 

Linda Gray 

Susan Green & Stewart Roth 

Emily Grise 
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Etje Groenewold 

Betty Grudnizki 

Sandy Hackleman 

Lea Halinen 

Darcy & Shirley Hale 

Mr & Mrs Ken & Peggy Hall 

Rhonda Harder Epp 

Ms. Linda & Mr. John Harmata 

Margaret Harris 

Mr. Geoffrey S. Harrison 

Julia Hartnagel 

Dr. Daniel Heaney & Mrs. Marilyn 
Komarnisky 

Patricia Hendrickson 

Kim Hill 

Leigh Hill 

William G. Hill 

David & Judy Ho 

Patsy Ho 

Ms. Megan Hodge 

Rob & Faye Holmberg 

Donna Holowaychuk 

Brandy Holt 

Erik Horne 

Arlene Hosford 

Agnes Hoveland 

Beth Howson 

Martha Howson 

Janet Hoyt 

John Hunter 

Andrea Hunting 

Ms. Vicki L. Huntsman 

Hisham Hussein 

Bonnie Hutchinson 

Sarah Chan 

George & Barbara Iwaniuk 

Mr. Randy & Mrs. Tracy Jackson 

Erik Jacobsen 

Lesley Jacobson 

Elizabeth & George Jakeway 

John & Linda Jamieson 

Kristen & Ryan Janzen 

Susan & Chris Jensen 

Louise Jensen 

Dr. S.B. Joe 

Nicholas John 

Mr. Douglas Johnson 

Judith Johnson 

Aaron Johnston 

Jack Jones 

Michael & Elva Jones 

Yvonne Jones 

Jim & Alice Joosse 

Mr. Liam Kachkar 

Beverly Kadatz 

Francee Kaehn 

Bob & Susan Kamp 

Marco Katz 

Dr. Cyril M. Kay 

Mr. Glenn Keeler 

Andy & Maria Keller 

Liam C. Kelly 

Rick & Jan Kelly 

Tania Kenny 

Lidia Khaner 

Teilya Kiely 

Robert & Donna Kinasewich 

Janice Kindrat 

Barry & Ruth King 

Elaine Kirschner 

Lorne Kish 

Gisele Klimchuk 

Ms. Jen Kluthe 

Jacqueline T. Kondro 

Eva Koppelhus 

Mark Kortbeek 

Amit Koshal 

Roni Kraut 

Ward Krecsy 

Mrs. Kim Krushell 

J. Kryzanowski

Ela & Bogdan Kulik 

Scott Kusalik 

Ms. Julie Kusiek 

Dr. Sabrina Kwon 

Atilano Lacson 

Bernadette Lafleur 

Mrs. Hmangiah Z. Lal 

Jennifer Lambert 

Carol Lamont 

Harry & Judy Langner 

Mike Lau 

Brunhilde Lauf 

Margo LaValley 

Vicki Leder 

Sigmund Lee 

Beverly Leeck 

Norma Levesconte 

Dr. & Mrs. James Lewis 

Zhenni Li-Cohen 

Mr. Ed Linard 

Laura-Lee Linehan 

Lena Linetsky 

Mr. Alan D. Lister 

Ms. Julie Lloyd 

Sandra Lockhart 

Cathy Lord 

Mr. David Low 

Tom & Deborah Lyzun 

Dr. & Mrs. G. F. MacDonald 

Ms. June A. MacGregor 

Mary Machum 

Ms Betty Mackey 

Nicole Mackoway 

Doug MacLean 

Cameron MacRae 

Dawn Maddalo 

Brenda Madsen 

Dan & Bonnie Magnan 

Barb Maheu 

Anne Marie Ogston 

Mrs. Alfredo Marin Serna 

Dr. John Marko 

Denice Martens 

Brad & Diane Martin Foundation 
held at the Vancouver Foundation 

Jenn & Scott Martin 

Audrey Martyn 

Brendan & Lynn 

Mr. Brayden Mason 

Sherry Matheson 

David Mathew 

Mr. Mark Mathon 

Vera Matthies 

Linda Maul 
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John Maxfield 

Randy Mccarty 

Al & Pat McGeachy 

Ally McIntyre 

L McKay 

Wayne & Patricia McKendrick 

Marion McKenzie 

Annie McKitrick 

Ms. Anne McLellan 

Gordon D. McLeod 

Keith & Susan McNaughton 

Brian Mcnicoll 

Ron & Maria McPhail 

Owen McTavish 

Leslie & Paul McWeeny 

Mr. Mickey H. Melnyk 

Margaret Melton 

Helen E. Mercier 

Robert Merrett 

Heike Meyer 

Peter & Carole Michalyshyn 

Dianna & Gordon Millard 

James & Elizabeth Miller 

Jason Miller 

Miss Faith Milton 

Dr. Lodewyk F. Minders 

Agnes Mitchell 

Mr. Raphael Mlynarski 

DARCY & LORI MOCH 

Dr. Pierre-Yves A. Mocquais 

Sean Moir 

Dereck Mok 

Chantal Moreau 

Joan Dakin Morrison 

Elizabeth Mowat & Ian Kupchenko 

Victoria Mozgala 

Ms. Alene Mutala 

Darrell B. Muth 

Mrs. Lorraine M. Mykitiuk 

Ms. Janellen Neil 

Mrs. Dina Nekich 

Christine Nelson 

George Newton 

Hilary Nguyen 

Kristina Nguyen 

Ms. Lan Nguyen 

Sandra Nicholson 

Terry Nicholson 

Lea Nicoll Kramer 

Mr. Helmut & Enid Nikolai 

Sharon & Dennis Nowicki 

Jennifer J. Oakes 

Rev. Gordon & Mrs. Esther Oaks 

David Oberholtzer 

Evan C. Oddleifson 

Lawrence Ofner 

Kiersten Olsen 

Linda Osborne 

Marlaine Osgood 

Karen Oshry 

Mike & Jeanie Ouellette 

Joanne & Alex Palamarchuk 

Cathryn Palmer 

Mr. Ron & Eileen Passmore 

Donna & Glen Paterson 

Mr. David V. Pattison 

Arvid Pederson 

Elaine Pederson 

Barbara & Randy Penney 

Mrs. Francesca Perri-Hill 

Marlene Peterson 

Elaine J. Petrosky 

Mrs. Jane Piercy-Ballard 

Dennis & Virginia Pohranychny 

Margaret Pointen-Willms & John 
Willms 

Monika Poland 

Elaine Pollard 

Sheila Pratt 

Mr. Michael Preising 

Ms. Karen Prisciak 

Franz Pruegger & Darlene Simpson 

Kathy & John Prusakowski 

Kim Punko 

Mr & Mrs D Purdy 

R K Ramsey 

Freda Rankin 

Linda Rappel 

Dorian Rauschning 

Lisa Redmond & Ron Sorokin 

Mr. Ken Regan 

Marlene Regehr 

Brenda Reimer 

Margaret & Hil Reine 

Deborah Reinhart 

Dell Richardson 

Glenn & Sarah Ripley 

Ronald Ritter 

Mrs. Elfrieda Ritz 

Mrs. Eudis Rivera 

Mrs. Susan M. Robblee 

Diane Carol Robitelle 

Ms. Lindsay Romanic 

Carolynne Ross 

Renate Roth 

Bev Roy 

Joan & Ken Roy 

Suzette Roy, Richard Rand, Terry 
McCrum 

Francoise Ruban 

Ena Rudovics 

James Sabo 

Raziya Sachedina 

Sharon Saleo 

Ted Salter 

Ms. Ashley Salvador 

Michelle Sawatzky 

Don & Georgie Scafe 

Clayton Schafers 

Bob Scheele 

Alexandra Schepansky 

Al & Marion Scherbarth 

Dale Schinkel & Stephen Luck 

Rosemarie Schlegl 

Sharon Schnell 

Ed & Judith Schultz 

James Schutz 

Anton & M. Schwabenbauer 

Barbara Schweger 

Julianne Scott 

Mr. Jared Seida 

Rita Sequeira 

Monika Setter 

Laurelle Shalagan 

William Shalewa 
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Yakov & Larisa Shapiro 

Sandra Shepitka-Boyle 

Dr. Kerry Siminoski & Dr. Carole 
Hapchyn 

Vivian Simmonds 

Vivian & John Simpkin 

D. Skaret 

Sandy Smart & Richard Meunier 

Mrs. Shirley Smith 

Steven Snyder & Connie Silva 

John & Judy Soars 

Paul & Linda Sorenson 

Dr. Douglas Spaner 

John Spence & Diane Hollingdale 

Margaret Sperber 

Mrs. Colleen Springler 

Mrs. Kathy Sprout 

Kevin St Arnaud 

Charlotte St. Germain 

Barry Stafford 

David & Yvette Starko 

Nykie Starr 

Dr. Heather Steele 

Susan L. Storey 

Dr. Vicki Strang 

Mary Sturgeon 

Merna Summers 

Travis Switzer 

Elizabeth Szynkowski 

Mr. Kevin Taft & Ms. Jeanette 
Boman 

Sandra Talarico 

Peter & Linda Taschuk 

Penelope Tash 

Alia Tayea 

Christa Teskey 

Miss Nicole M. Thibault 

Glyn & Joan Thomas 

Ms. Donna Tingley 

Virginia Toane 

Brian W. L. Tod 

Dr. Stauffer & Dr. Todoruk 

Ellinor Townend 

Andrew & Mary Ann Trachimowich 

Marc Tremblay 

Mr. Louis-Charles Trempe & Ms. 
Estela Zavala 

Ms. Stephanie Tsui 

Angie Turcotte 

Mrs. Eleonore Twardzik 

Helene Unger 

Victoria Vaitkunas 

Mr. John Valens 

Mr. Guillermo Valle & Claudia Elvira 
Garcia 

Dr. Harry van Rooy 

Jean & Dennis Vance 

Mr. Marcus Vanderzonbrouwer 

Michele & Terry Veeman 

Trudy Velichka 

Dr. Douglas Vick 

Steve & Sheila Vigor 

Geoff Vogan 

Helma Voth 

L. E. Wagner 

Mr. Paul & Mrs. Michele Wagner 

Irene Walker 

C Wandio & J Brown 

Kathleen Warke 

Lyn Watamaniuk 

Irene Wegner 

Michael Weinfeld & Erica Bullwinkle 

Dr. Sam & Eva Weisz 

The West Family 

Dianne Westwood & Richard 
Nutbrown 

Ms. Shelley Whiting 

Raleigh & Kathleen Whitinger 

Gaye Wiggins 

Mr. Chris & Mrs. Barb Wilkes 

David Wilkie 

Carol Williams 

Cary & Alana Williams 

Katherine Willson 

Judy Wilson 

Sue & Alvin Winestock 

Terri-Ann Winfield 

Dr. Anna Winner 

Mr. Aman Woldegiorgis 

Ava Wood 

Wendy & Dennis Woolsey 

Susan J. Wright 

Sharon Yarn 

Allan Yee 

Ron & Shirley Young 

Shauna Young 

Adam Zawadiuk 

John & Mary Zupancic 

 

39



28

The Winspear & ESO are registered charitable organizations. As Canada’s fourth-largest professional orchestra and Edmonton’s premier concert hall, both 
organizations rely on the support of government agencies, corporations, and foundations.

GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY INVESTMENT

YONA & YONA-SISTEMA SUPPORTERS 

OUR EXCLUSIVE CATERERS

OUR SUPPLIERS

ESO SUPPORTERS

PROGRAM & EDUCATIONAL SPONSORS

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 2023/2024 SEASON SNAPSHOT

Instrument Supplier
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