
*	 Based on current population estimates
**	Threshold widened to include “intractable diseases” in 2015, affecting up to 180,000 people in Japan

RARE DISEASE DEFINITIONS DIFFER BY REGION/AUTHORITY
Maximum number of people affected by a disease for it to be considered rare

BUT COLLECTIVELY COMMON 

When it comes to rare diseases, incidence rates per condition 
are low. But their collective impact on populations and healthcare 
systems is huge and often underestimated

PREVALENCE RATE OF SELECTED RARE DISEASES
Number of sufferers per 100,000 people worldwide

people in the UK will be 
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ORPHAN DRUG SALES BY THERAPEUTIC CATEGORY
Global non-oncology orphan drug sales in 2018
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ORPHAN DRUG SALES FORECAST
Orphan drugs are commercially undeveloped pharmaceuticals intended to treat diseases considered too rare for traditional research and development
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