
41%

40%

28%

Disclose a range of 
sustainability KPIs

Describe the 
sustainability 
governance 
structure

Specifically disclose 
the environmental 
and/or social impacts 
of the business

Disclose targets 
for each KPI

75% 73%

17%

50%

12%

53%

KEY GLOBAL TRENDS IN SUSTAINABLE REPORTING

IN ORDER TO REPORT WITH CLARITY  
AND TRANSPARENCY…

HOW MANY S&P 500 COMPANIES ARE REPORTING?

Percentage of companies who publish sustainability reports

KPMG 2020

KPMG 2020 Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures 2020

WILL GLOBAL REPORTING RATES CONTINUE TO GROW?

Percentage of the world’s 250 largest companies by revenue, as defined by the 2019 Fortune 500 ranking, who report on sustainability

HOW TO GO ABOUT REPORTING

Percentage of FTSE companies who monitor and manage sustainable performance in the following ways 

INDUSTRIES WHO ARE NOT DOING WELL ON REPORTING

Percentage of S&P 500 companies in the US who did not publish a 
sustainability report in 2019

GRI REMAINS THE GLOBAL STANDARD

Percentage of the world’s 250 largest companies by revenue who use 
the Global Reporting Initiative over other guidelines

ARE LARGER COMPANIES MORE LIKELY TO REPORT?

Percentage of public and private companies who disclose according to the Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) guidelines, by company size
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80% of companies 
worldwide now report 
on sustainability

90% of companies in North 
America report

40% of companies now 
acknowledge the financial 
risks of climate change in 
their reporting
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 FTSE 100 companies

 % not reporting in 2019

 FTSE 250 companies

 2018-2019 change

PwC 2020

KPMG 2020

Governance and Accountability Institute 2020

GRI guidelines 
or standards

Stock exchange 
guidelines

Other guidelines 
or standards

70% 63%

62% 42%

33%

33% 4%

62%
52%

48%
100%

of FTSE 100 companies give adequate 
attention to reporting negative and 
positive performance

have external assurance 
on some sustainability 
metrics

disclose a slavery and human 
trafficking statement 

PwC 2020
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SEEKING EXTERNAL ASSURANCE

Level 
of external 
assurance

Scope
of external
assurance

Provider
of external
assurance

Combination

GHG only

Accountant

High

Not 
specified

Entire 
sustainability 
report

Small
consultancy

Limited/
moderate

Specified
sections

Engineering
girm

Governance and Accountability 
Institute 2020

2%

5%

24%

8%

12%

40%

24%

78%

GOVERNANCE

STRATEGY

55%

52%

Board oversight

Management’s 
role

Risks and 
opportunities

Risk ID and 
assessment 
procedures

Climate-related 
metrics

Impact on 
organisation

Risk management 
processes

Scope 1, 2, 3 GHG 
emissions

Resilience of 
strategy

Integration 
into overall risk 
management

Climate-related 
targets

<$2.8B Market 
capitalisation 

$2.8-10B Market 
capitalisation

>$10B Market 
capitalisation

11%

31%

20% 30% 56%

12% 24%

40% 53%

20%

16% 25% 40%

13% 22%

30% 55%

2%

19% 28% 52%

7% 16%

6% 12%

15%

23% 39%

26% 43%

RISK 
MANAGEMENT

METRICS AND 
TARGETS

By now, most businesses know they need to take a stand on sustainability, but 
with greenwashing rife and increased levels of scrutiny from customers and 
shareholders alike it is almost as important to show progress as it is to make 
progress. So, which companies are embracing sustainability reporting, and how 
are they measuring success?

REPORT
FOR DUTY

Governance and Accountability Institute 2020


