
AS INCOME GOES UP, MORTALITY RATES GO DOWN

Examining the link between the mortality rate from cancer considered preventable in people under  
75 years old and the average disposable household income across England.
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According to a recent report by Cancer Research UK, there are more than 20,000 extra 
cancer cases a year which are attributable to socio-economic deprivation, with results 
showing that where you live can disproportionately impact your risk of getting cancer  
and the care you can expect if you do.

IF YOU LIVE IN ONE OF THE MOST SOCIO-
ECONOMICALLY DEPRIVED AREAS IN ENGLAND 
YOU... 

20%
more likely to have your cancer 
diagnosed at a late stage

AVERAGE DISPOSABLE INCOMEare

50%
of the referrals to early 
stage clinical trials

receive only

25%
more emergency admissions  
in the last year of life

face almost
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LIVING IN THE MOST SOCIO-ECONOMICALLY DEPRIVED AREAS IN SCOTLAND,  
YOUR RISK OF MORTALITY IS...

FOUR IN TEN UK CANCER CASES ARE AVOIDABLE

Share of UK cancers that have a preventable cause by risk factor, many of which are a larger 
problem or more common behaviour in more deprived areas of the UK. 
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ACROSS THE UK, THOSE WHO WORK IN “ROUTINE AND MANUAL” 
OCCUPATIONS (WHO ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE FROM MORE DEPRIVED 
AREAS) ARE ACCESSING BARRIERS TO SEEKING HELP NOT PRESENT IN 
THEIR COUNTERPARTS FROM LESS DEPRIVED AREAS.

30%
for the most 
deprived areas

IN NORTHERN IRELAND, 
SMOKING PREVALENCE IS 

10%
for the least  
deprived

And the picture is 
similar all across the UK

I would be worried 
about wasting the 
doctor’s time

I find it difficult to get 
an appointment with 
a particular doctor

I find it difficult to get 
an appointment with a 
doctor at a convenient 
time 48%
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98% 89% 61% 45% 28%
higher for  
prostate 
cancer

higher for  
breast  
cancer

higher for  
head and  

neck cancerr

higher for  
colorectal  
patients

higher  
for liver  
cancer

AVERAGE ANNUAL EXTRA CASES DUE TO DEPRIVATION GAP, ENGLAND, 2013-2017

47%
of low-income cancer patients 
suffering with cancer-related 
loneliness or isolation 
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