
HOW THE UK IS PERFORMING RELATIVE TO OTHER COUNTRIES
Annual emissions per person in selected countries in 2020, relative to the global average (tonnes of CO2)

THE UK IS WELL ON ITS WAY TO NET ZERO
UK territorial greenhouse gas emissions (million tonnes of CO2 equivalent)

Learning & Work Institute, 2021

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, 2020

BRITAIN’S  PATH 
 TO NET ZERO

In the run-up to the UN’s COP26 climate change conference in 
Glasgow this November, the UK government has been promising 
to ‘build back better’ and pursue a green recovery. But how is 
the nation’s race to net zero progressing? And, more crucially, 
how much is the private sector doing to improve the situation?

MEASURES TAKEN BY THE UK GOVERNMENT TO SUPPORT A GREEN RECOVERY

£2.4bn
for transport 
decarbonisation

£1.3bn
allocated to decarbonise 
buildings in England and 
support the creation of 
clean health networks

£1.03bn
for the carbon 
capture and storage 
infrastructure fund

£640m
for growing trees and 
restoring peatland

£240m
for the net zero 
hydrogen fund 

£191m
for the sustainable 
innovation fund

HM Treasury, 2020

£100m
for direct  
air Capture 

ARE BRITISH BUSINESSES DOING THEIR BIT?
How senior business decision-makers from a range of UK industries answered the question: have specific targets and deadlines been set in your company to achieve net zero emissions?

British Standards Institution, 2021

Yes, to achieve  
it by 2030

Yes, to achieve  
it by 2040

Yes, to achieve  
it by 2050

We have specific 
targets, but haven’t 

set any deadlines

No, just 
general 

measures

No. We are 
committed, 

but that’s all at 
the moment

Don’t 
know
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The UK’s total reduction in  
CO2 emissions since 2008

253.7m 
tonnes

2008 2018

WHICH SECTORS ARE MAKING THE NECESSARY CHANGES?
UK emissions reduction by sector, between 2008 and 2018 (million tonnes of CO2 equivalent)

National Audit Office, 2020 British Standards Institution, 2021WHAT IS HOLDING UK BUSINESS BACK? 
Percentages of senior business decision-makers from a range of UK industries who believe that the following are barriers to 
achieving net zero

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR GUIDING BRITISH BUSINESSES?
Percentage of senior business decision-makers across a range of industries in the UK who say the following are the 
organisations they look to for advice on meeting net zero

British Standards Institution, 2021
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